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ASTIC  FINALE 

009  Baseball  Season  One  to  Remember 


Fall  fanfare 

Football  lo  Festivals 


Great  Southern  Stampede 

A  western-lifestyle  celebration 

Augustt  27-September  7  •  Multi-Purpose  Center 


Fashionable  Firsts 

89th  Season  Symphony  Orchestra  opener 

September  24  •  Bennett  Auditorium 
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Fall  Art  Walk 

Music  and  art-themed  street  party 

September  26  •  Historic  Downtown 


Live  After  Five 

Fall  outdoor  concert  series 

Every  Friday  in  Oct  •  Historic  Downtown 


I  Pagliacci  &  Gianni  Schicchi 

Southern  Opera  &  Musical  Theatre  Co. 

October  20  &  22  •  Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center 
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Southern-style  tailgating 

visit  southernmiss.com  for  dates 


cj/ay  wi'fn friends 


Mobile  Street 

Renaissance 
festival 

A  celebration 

of  culture  and  hen* 

October  3 
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Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  ol  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 


iariK  canvas  is  arrai< 
of  the  really  passionate  painter... 

io  has  once  and  for  all  broken 
that  spell  of  'you  cannot.9 

—  Vincent  van  Gogh 


Because  you  can  and  because  you  do,  Hancock  Ban 
salutes  you,  the  students  of  the  USM  College  of  Arts 
and  Letters.  Thank  you  for  daring  to  do  what  you 
alone  can  do.  Your  persistence  and  passion  to  create 
your  own  language  yields  the  expression,  the  art,  that 
ultimately  speaks  to  us  all,  enriching  our  lives. 


Hancock  Bank 


Member  FDIC.  hancockbank.com 


Hattiesburg  branches:  6052  Hwy.  98  •  2007  Lincoln  Rd.  •  3301  Hardy  St.  •  USM  Student  Union  (ATM) 
Plus  more  than  100  convenient  branches  across  the  Gulf  South. 


You  could  save  hundreds  of  dollars  a  year  on  your  car  and  home  insurance.  Call 
1-888-751-5644  for  a  free  no-obligation  rate  quote,  and  find  out  about  the  special 
group  discount  you  could  receive  just  for  being  a  Southern  Miss  alum.* 

While  you're  scoring  savings,  cast  your  vote  for  the  Liberty  Mutual  Coach  of  the  Year. 
Last  year  nearly  a  million  fans  voted  for  the  football  coach  they  thought  best  demonstrated 
responsibility,  integrity  and  excellence,  on  and  off  the  field. 

Be  part  of  this  year's  action  by  visiting  coachoftheyear.com/savings. 


COACH 
OF  THE 

YEAR 


Liberty  Mutual 
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Liberty 
Mutual, 


This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

"Discounts  and  credits  are  available  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow,  and  may  vary  by  state.  To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  applicants  are  individually  underwritten;  not  all  applicants 
may  qualify.  Coverage  provided  and  underwritten  by  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affiliates,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  In  Texas,  coverage  provided  and  underwritten 
by  Liberty  County  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affiliates.  2100  Walnut  Hill  Lane,  Irving,  TX.  A  consumer  report  from  a  consumer  reporting  agency  and/or  motor  vehicle  report  on  all 
drivers  listed  on  your  policy  may  be  obtained  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow.  ©  2009  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 
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44'S  FANTASTIC  FINALE: 

2009  BASEBALL  SEASON  ONE  TO  REMEMBER 

It  was  a  scenario  better  suited  for  Hollywood  than  Hattiesburg — an  underdog  team, 
a  retiring  coach,  and  an  injured  star  player  replaced  by  a  freshman.  If  it  were  a  big 
budget  movie,  the  script  would  have  been  criticized  as  cliche.  Cliche,  certainly — but 
only  if  the  story  was  fictional. 


ON  THE  AGENDA:  SGA  PRESIDENT 
BUILDING  RELATIONSHIPS  THROUGH  SERVICE 

Since  his  arrival  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  three  years  ago,  J.R.  Robinson's  time  at 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  been  dedicated  to  serving  the  University 
in  various  capacities.  In  March,  he  began  his  one-year  term  as  Student  Government 
Association  President. 


DR.  ALYSON  HARDY  JONES:  A  GRANDDAUGHTER'S  LOVE 

Dr.  Alyson  Hardy  Jones  is  an  example  of  how  grandparents  can  have  a  profound 
effect  on  children.  At  an  early  age,  Jones  witnessed  her  grandmother  cope  with 
stroke-related  disabilities.  Today,  Jones  helps  stroke  victims  as  a  physical  medicine 
and  rehabilitation  physician. 


ALUMNUS  BRINGS  HOLLYWOOD 
SCREENWRITING  EXPERIENCE  TO  CLASSROOM 

In  the  intensive  10-day,  four-hour  per  day,  class  schedule,  David  Sheffield  showed 
students  the  finer  points  of  writing  a  script  and  selling  it  to  a  potential  producer,  while 
also  sharing  "war  stories"  from  his  days  writing  for  Saturday  Night  Live  and  producing 
hit  movie  scripts  for  superstars  like  Eddie  Murphy. 


FRONT  COVER: 


MISS  BASEBALL  COACH  CORKY  PALMER  POSES  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY'S  COLLEGE  WORLD  SERIES 

BY  KELLY  DUNN 
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Youfre  Invited! 

Friday,  September  11,  2009 
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Please  make  plans  now  to  join  alumni  and  friendi 
of  the  University  for  a  formal  ribbon-cutting 
ceremony  at  the  Ogletree  House  on  Friday,  / 
September  11,  2009,  at  9:30  a.m.,  marking  I 
the  successful  end  result  of  a  significant  initio-  \ 
tive.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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"It's  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle!,"  is  the  exclamation  most  frequently  associated  with  Powell  Ogletree, 
our  organization's  long-time  director.  Although  Powell  passed  away  in  2005,  I  am  sure  that  he  would 
agree  that  today,  as  the  University's  students  succeed  in  the  classroom,  as  our  athletes  excel  on  the  playing 
fields,  and  as  we  prepare  for  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  2010,  it  is  certainly  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle! 

The  pages  of  this  edition  of  The  Talon  contain  stories  of  unprecedented  achievement  for  the 
University  and  our  organization — evidence  of  why  we  take  great  pride  in  our  relationship  with  Southern 
Miss.  While  I  would  like  to  boast  of  all  of  these  here,  I'll  mention  a  few  and  leave  the  rest  for  you  to 
read  on  your  own.  Speaking  of  The  Talon  I  am  proud  to  report  to  you  that  it  was  awarded  top  honors  in 
the  category  of  "Institutional  Magazine"  at  the  2009  College  Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi 
Awards  in  May — a  category  that  includes  not  only  other  alumni  publications  across  the  state  but  other 
university  magazines  as  well.  You  also  will  be  happy  to  know  that  Jessica  Shackleford,  a  recent  chem- 
istry and  Honors  College  graduate,  has  been  named  to  the  USA  Today  2009  All-USA  College  Academic 
Third  Team.  Jessica  is  the  only  student  from  a  Mississippi  university  or  college  to  be  named  to  the  team, 
ranking  her  among  the  nation's  top  60  college  students.  And  who  will  ever  forget  the  tremendous  play  by 
our  baseball  team,  which  advanced  to  the  College  World  Series  for  the  first  time  in  2009. 


As  I  pass  along  the  gavel  of  the  presidency,  I  can  guarantee  you  that  our  organization  is  in  good  hands  and  has 
never  been  more  active  in  helping  to  advance  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  new  levels  of  achievement 
and  prestige.  An  outstanding  executive  committee  and  board  of  directors,  led  by  new  president  Curt  Hebert,  are 
sure  to  successfully  guide  the  Association  as  it  completes  two  of  the  most  ambitious  efforts  in  our  history,  the 
restoration  and  expansion  of  the  Ogletree  House  and  the  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign,  and  continues  to 
assist  the  University  in  its  plans  for  the  Centennial  Celebration. 

This  summer,  the  Alumni  Association  staff  moved  back  to  its  permanent  home  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  fol- 
lowing 18  months  of  restoration  and  construction  of  the  Ogletree  House.  The  relocation  marked  an  important  step 
toward  the  conclusion  of  this  historic  project,  one  that  upon  reflection  makes  me  burst  with  Golden  Eagle  pride. 
Few  brick-and-mortar  projects  in  our  University's  history  have  gained  the  financial  support  of  a  greater  number  oi 
Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends,  as  more  than  850  contributed  more  than  $3.26  million  to  the  successful  fund- 
raising  campaign.  Their  contributions  are  both  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Powell  and  evidence  of  the  confidence  in 
the  vision  for  our  growing  organization.  Please  be  sure  to  mark  your  calendars  for  Sept.  1 1 .  That  Friday,  one  day  prior 
to  the  Golden  Eagles'  Conference  USA  football  opener  against  UCF,  we  will  cut  the  ribbon  on  the  new  and  expanded 
structure;  we  invite  you  to  attend.  If  you  cannot,  we  invite  you  to  stop  by  this  fall  for  a  tour  of  the  new  facility. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  opportunity  we  face  as  an  organization  is  securing  20,000  paid  members  in  our  Association 
by  the  celebration  of  the  University's  Centennial  on  March  30,  2010.  You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  just  as  alumni 
and  friends  did  with  the  Ogletree  House  Campaign,  the  Southern  Miss  family  is  stepping  forward  in  support  of  our 
membership  campaign.  We  are  on  our  way  to  achieving  this  lofty  goal — at  the  conclusion  of  the  2009  fiscal  year 
on  June  30,  we  surpassed  the  18,000-paid  membership  mark  for  the  first  time  in  the  organization's  history.   Let  me 
heed  a  word  of  caution,  though.  While  we  are  proud  of  this  record-breaking  accomplishment,  and  our  goal  is  within 
reach,  the  campaign's  ultimate  success  is  dependent  on  the  efforts  of  active  alumni  bringing  their  friends  and  class- 
mates back  into  the  fold.  Please  continue  to  encourage  them  to  reconnect  with  Southern  Miss.  An  active  Alumni 
Association  will  help  to  ensure  that  it  will  always  be  great  to  be  a  Golden  Eagle,  just  as  Powell  remembered  it. 
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Jim  Payne 

Immediate  Past  President 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS) 


Perseverance,  Giving  Back, 

Lessons  of  the  Storm  for  Katrina  Class 


Two  graduating  seniors,  members  of 
the  "Katrina  Class,"  accepted  their  diplo- 
mas in  May  having  passed  tests  for  which 
no  review  or  study  session  could  have  ever 
prepared  them. 

The  day  Beverly  Ferguson  and  Apryl 
Jackson  were  supposed  to  start  class  in  the 
2005  fall  semester,  Hurricane  Katrina  made 
landfall  with  powerful  winds  and  a  storm 
surge  that  killed  nearly  2,000  people  and 
displaced  hundreds  of  thousands  more, 
washing  away  homes,  businesses,  schools 
and  churches  along  the  Gulf  Coast. 

A  psychology  major,  Ferguson  was  re- 
turning to  college  after  having  been  out  of 
school  for  several  years.  Not  wanting  the 
credit  hours  she  earned  in  the  past  to  go  to 
waste,  she  left  her  job  in  New  Orleans  and 
enrolled  at  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast. 

She  evacuated  to  Birmingham,  Ala., 
with  her  family  to  escape  the  storm,  but 
because  communication  with  the  affected 
coastal  areas  was  next  to  impossible,  she 
had  no  way  of  knowing  the  condition  of  her 
home  in  Pearlington.  The  only  way  to  find 
out  for  sure  was  to  return  to  see  it  firsthand. 

When  she  arrived  back  in  Pearlington, 
she  was  left  reeling  by  the  scene  that 
greeted  her.  A  storm  surge  estimated  to  be 
as  high  as  30  feet  had  pushed  through  her 
community,  leaving  her  home  and  those  of 
most  of  her  neighbors  a  putrid  mess. 

"When  I  first  saw  it,  1  didn't  know 
what  I  was  going  to  do,  it  was  just  so 
overwhelming.  There  was  mud  and  fish  all 
in  my  house,"  she  said.  "Everything  in  the 
yard  was  dead-the  grass,  the  trees.  There 
weren't  even  any  birds." 

She  withdrew  from  school  a  few  days  later, 
but  re-enrolled  for  the  spring  2006  semester. 

A  single  mother  of  four,  Ferguson 
put  school  back  on  her  already  crowded 
schedule  with  the  responsibilities  of  a 
family  and  a  home  rebuilding  project 
made  more  difficult  by  a  commute  from  a 
temporary  residence  in  Slidell. 

Along  with  a  close  friend,  Ferguson 
worked  most  days  from  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m., 
rebuilding  along  with  the  help  of  volun- 
teers. Exhausted,  she  would  press  on  in 
the  evenings  to  study  for  her  classes. 

In  February  2006,  Ferguson  began 


having  serious  doubts  about  whether  or 
not  to  keep  rebuilding  her  home.  The  daily 
grind  was  taking  its  toll,  and  she  turned 
to  a  higher  source  for  divine  guidance.  She 
prayed  for  a  sign. 

"One  morning  I  pulled  up  in  the  driveway 
of  the  house,  and  all  of  a  sudden  I  noticed  this 
camellia  tree  that  I  never  really  paid  much 
attention  to  before  covered  with  beautiful 
reddish-pink  blooms,"  she  said.  "I  thought 
'Okay,  God,  1  know  what  you  want  me  to  do.' 

"It  was  a  challenge.  I  didn't  have  much 
insurance  money,  so  I  couldn't  have  done 
it  without  all  the  volunteers  who  came 


Above:  Apryl  Jackson,  a  graduating  senior  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  works  at  her  desk  in  the  Department  of 
Residence  Life.  Jackson  helped  family  members  and  neighbors  in  her  hometown  and  in  Hattiesburg  recover 
from  Hurricane  Katrina  in  the  days  following  the  storm. 


here  from  all  over  the  country,  many  of 
whom  gave  up  their  vacations  to  come 
help  people  after  the  storm,"  she  said.  "I 
think  someone  from  every  state  in  the 
union  came  to  help  me  with  my  house." 

Faith,  discipline  and  a  deep-seated  need 
to  finish  what  she  started  years  ago  drove 
Ferguson  through  the  difficult  times,  she 
said.  "I  just  had  an  overwhelming  desire  to 
overcome  the  obstacles  and  be  a  role  model 
for  my  children,"  she  said.  "And  I  had  a  faith 
that  things  would  get  better,  and  they  did." 
"Be  a  blessing  to  someone  else." 
A  public  relations  major  at  Southern 


Miss,  Jackson  had  already  gotten  settled 
into  life  at  the  University  in  Hattiesburg. 
A  clarinetist  with  the  Pride  of  Mississippi 
Marching  Band,  she  had  been  on  campus 
for  a  couple  of  weeks  for  band  camp  and 
was  looking  forward  to  her  first  day  of  class. 

On  the  Friday  before  the  first  day  of 
school,  the  phone  rang  in  her  Roberts  Hall 
room.  On  the  line  was  a  friend  informing 
her  that  Hurricane  Katrina  had  suddenly 
changed  course  and  was  veering  in  a  north- 
westerly path  toward  her  hometown  and  the 
Mississippi  Coast.  "You  know  they're  closing 
the  roads  to  Mobile,"  her  friend  said. 
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Jackson's  mother  told  her  daughter 
to  come  home,  reassuring  her  that  she 
would  probably  be  able  to  return  to  school 
shortly  after  the  storm.  But  it  would  be  a 
month  before  Jackson  could  return  to  the 
classroom  at  Southern  Miss. 

"When  I  woke  up  (the  morning  of  the 
storm)  it  was  dark,  and  felt  like  I  was  in 
some  kind  of  scary  movie,"  she  said. 

Katrina  caused  external  damage  to  her 
parent's  home  and  cars  and  surrounded  the 
residence  with  debris,  which  Jackson  helped 
remove  to  allow  her  family  to  exit  the  house. 
To  make  matters  worse,  the  intense  heat 
following  the  storm  aggravated  her 
asthma  and  a  skin  condition. 

But  with  her  father  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  for  work 
and  unable  to  return  imme- 
diately, Jackson  knew  her 
family  needed  her  in  the 
early  days  after  the  storm. 

"I  had  to  step  up  and  help 
my  mom,  brother  and  my 
grandmother  who  had  come 
to  stay  with  us,"  Jackson 
said.  "I  helped  get  supplies 
and  focused  on  enduring 
the  gas  lines  to  get  fuel  and 
waiting  in  line  to  get  ice.  It 
taught  me  to  stay  calm  in 
the  midst  of  turmoil." 


Left:  Beverly  Ferguson  lakes  a  break  from  cleaning 
up  the  yard  of  her  Pearlington  home  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  devastated  her  community.  Ferguson 
managed  to  finish  school  while  also  raising  a 
family,  rebuilding  her  home  and  commuting  from  a 
temporary  residence  in  Slidell,  La. 

Once  her  family  got  back  on  its  feet, 
Jackson  began  to  learn  about  how  much  more 
severely  Katrina  had  impacted  Gulf  Coast 
residents  further  west  like  Ferguson.  She  took 
to  heart  the  words  of  her  father:  "We  were 
blessed,  so  let's  bless  someone  else." 

She  went  out  and  helped  neighbors, 
especially  the  elderly,  by  cleaning  up  their 
yards  or  bringing  them  food,  water,  ice 
or  other  supplies.  "Sometimes,  they  just 
wanted  someone  to  talk  to,"  she  said. 

After  Southern  Miss  reopened  in  mid- 
September  to  resume  the  fall  semester, 
Jackson  brought  her  volunteer  spirit  with 
her  to  campus.  She  joined  fellow  Roberts 
Hall  residents  in  going  out  into  the 
Hattiesburg  community  to  bring  supplies 
to  elderly  residents  who  needed  assistance. 

During  her  time  at  Southern  Miss, 
Jackson  has  volunteered  with  Habitat  for 
Humanity  to  help  prepare  home  sites  for 
Katrina  evacuees,  mentored  young  at-risk 
youth  through  Big  Brothers,  Big  Sisters 
and  worked  with  Hattiesburg's  Christian 
Services  to  provide  food,  clothing  and  other 
services  to  the  homeless  and  less  fortunate. 
"I  felt  like  the  world  took  a  pause  after 
Katrina  to  allow  us  to  focus  on  the  positive, 
what  was  left,"  she  said.  "It  also  taught  me 
how  to  live  with  just  what  I  needed  and  not 
feel  like  1  was  missing  anything." 

At  Southern  Miss,  Jackson  has 
been  a  Leadership  Scholar 
and  active  in  a  variety  of 
campus  organizations, 
including  the  Student 
Government  Association 
and  the  African  American 
Student  Organization.  She 
has  worked  in  a  variety  of 
roles  with  the  Department 
of  Residence  Life,  includ- 
ing as  a  head  resident, 
resident  assistant  and 
desk  assistant. 

Jackson  plans  to  enter 
graduate  school  in  the 
I  all  to  pursue  a  master's 
degree  in  college  person- 
nel counseling. 


Graduate  Named 
to  USA  TODAY 
Academic  Team 

No  stranger  to  honors  and 
awards,  Jessica  Shackleford, 
a  recent  chemistry  and  Honors 
College  graduate,  has  added 
another  coup  to  her  long  list  of 
academic  accomplishments. 

Shackleford  has  been  named  to 
the  USA  Today  2009  All-USA  College 
Academic  Third  Team,  the  only  student 
from  a  Mississippi  university  or  college 
to  be  named  to  any  place  on  the 
team,  ranking  her  among  its  top  60 
college  students  in  the  United  States. 

In  2008,  Shackleford  was  named 
a  finalist  for  the  prestigious  Truman 
Scholarship,  an  award  conferred 
upon  high-achieving  college  juniors 
who  show  commitment  to  public 
service  and  potential  to  continue  that 
service  beyond  graduation. 

Among  Shackleford's  additional 
awards  is  the  Barry  Goldwater 
Scholarship,  which  she  won  in 
2007  when  she  was  a  sophomore. 
The  highest  honor  given  to 
undergraduate  students  in  science 
in  the  country,  the  Goldwater  is 
usually  awarded  to  college  juniors. 

The  USA  Today  All-USA  College 
Academic  Team  ranking  recognizes 
undergraduates  who  not  only  excel 
in  scholarship  but  also  extend  their 
intellectual  abilities  beyond  the 
l  to  benefit  soci 
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Commencement  Speaker  Urges  Graduates 
to  Measure  Success  by  Relationships 


Just  as  many  of  them  entered  college 
when  Hurricane  Katrina  made  landfall 
nearly  four  years  ago,  spring  2009  graduates 
now  leave  school  facing  a  world  clouded  by  a 
storm  of  economic  and  political  uncertainty. 

In  such  conditions,  commencement 
speaker  and  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Bill 
Phalen's  message  to  May  graduates  was  to 
consider  standards  other  than  financial  or 
material  wealth  against  which  to  measure 
their  future  success. 

"With  this  recession,  the  political  and 
economic  landscape  is  going  a  change 
a  bit,"  he  said.  "There's  going  to  be  less 
control  and  influence  from  Wall  Street. 

"But  we  have  to  self-regulate.  We  need 
to  do  some  calibrating,"  Phalen  said.  "We 
should  focus  more  on  each  other  and  value 
the  pleasure  we  gain  from  the  relationships 
we  have  with  family  and  friends,  than  on 
making  a  lot  of  money." 

Those  graduates  impacted  by  Katrina, 
but  who  persevered  to  attain  their  degree, 
have  a  durability  that  will  serve  them  well  as 
they  begin  to  shape  a  life  for  themselves  in 
the  midst  of  the  nation's  turbulent  economy, 
Phalen  said. 

Phalen,  a  member  of  the  Alumni  Hall 
of  Fame,  is  CEO  and  chairman  of  Cities 
West  Publishing  Inc.  of  Scottsdale, 
Ariz.  Founded  in  1997  by  Phalen, 
the  company  produces  shelter  and 
city  magazines  and  directories  for  the 
Southwestern  United  States.  He  ad- 
dressed more  than  1,400  graduates  at 


two  ceremonies  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum. 

The  speaker  for  Southern  Miss  Gulf 
Coast's  graduation  ceremony  at  the 
Mississippi  Coast  Coliseum  was  Maj.  Gen. 
Paul  F.  Capasso,  former  commander  of  the 
81st  Training  Wing  at  Keesler  Air  Force 
Base  in  Biloxi.  He  is  currently  director  of 
Command,  Control,  Communications  and 
Computer  Systems,  U.S.  Africa  Command 
in  Stuttgart,  Germany. 

A  1985  graduate  of  Southern  Miss, 
Capasso  holds  a  master  of  science  degree  in 
teleprocessing  science.  He  received  a  bach- 
elor of  science  degree  in  behavioral  science 
in  1978  from  the  U.S.  Air  Force  Academy. 

Also  at  the  Gulf  Coast  ceremony, 
Mississippi  businessman  and  commu- 
nity leader  Jerry  St.  Pe  was  awarded  an 
Honorary  Doctor  of  Humane  Letters.  St.  Pe, 
a  Pascagoula  resident,  is  a  former  president 
of  Ingalls  Shipbuilding 
and  retired  execu- 
tive vice  president  of 
Litton  Industries. 


Commencement  Speaker 
and  Southern  Miss 
Alumnus  Bill  Phalen 


Country  Songwriter's  Family  Donates  Plaque  to  Southern  Miss 


Ben  Peters  never  penned  a  country  tune 
about  his  alma  mater,  but  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  certainly  held  a  special 
place  in  the  legendary  songwriter's  heart. 

Peters,  who  died  in  2005  at  the  age  of 
71,  wrote  14  No.  1  country  hits,  includ- 
ing "Kiss  an  Angel  Good  Morning"  (by 
Charley  Pride);  "Before  the  Next  Teardrop 
Falls"  (by  Freddy  Fender)  and  "Daytime 
Friends"  (by  Kenny  Rogers).  In  his  40-year 
career,  Peters  wrote  more  than  3,500 
songs,  many  of  which  were  recorded 
by  other  renowned  artists  such  as  Eddy 
Arnold,  Conway  Twitty,  George  Jones, 


Alan  Jackson  and  Loretta  Lynn. 

Peters,  a  Hollandale  native,  gradu- 
ated from  Southern  Miss  (known  then 
as  Mississippi  Southern  College)  in  1956 
with  a  degree  in  business  administration. 
His  unwavering  love  for  music  took  him  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1962  and  ultimately 
a  songwriting  deal  with  Shelby  Singleton 
International  publishing. 

For  the  past  few  years,  Justin  Peters  has 
been  pondering  the  proper  way  to  express 
appreciation  to  Southern  Miss  on  behalf  of  his 
famous  father.  On  July  17  he  found  just  the 
right  note  by  presenting  the  University  with 


a  commemorative  plaque  featuring  a  detailed 
biography  of  his  father,  an  artist's  portrait  of 
Ben  Peters  and  a  list  of  the  14  No.  1  hits. 
"This  place  meant  a  lot  to  my  father," 
Justin  Peters  said.  "He  always  loved  to 
tell  the  story  about  meeting  his  wife  (the 
former  Jackie  Macon)  during  the  last  five 
minutes  he  spent  on  campus." 


Right:  Justin  Peters,  looks  on  as  Randy  Neely, 
left,  a  singer/songwriter  from  McComb,  presents 
a  collection  of  country  music  classics  written  by 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  Ben  Peters,  Justin's  father,  to 
University  president  Martha  Saunders. 
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Student  Accepted  to 
Cambridge  University 

Putting  power  into  the  hands  of  people 
is  what  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
graduate  student  Owen  Parker  believes  is  the 
best  solution  for  many  of  the  world's  problems. 

And  the  Hattiesburg  native  believes  an 
education  from  both  Southern  Miss  and 
Cambridge  University  will  give  him  the 
power  to  advance  that  philosophy. 

Parker,  a  graduate  of  the  University's 
Honors  College,  was  recently  accepted  to 
Cambridge's  rigorous  Master  of  Philosophy 
in  Development  Studies  program.  He 
hopes  it  will  be  a  launching  pad  for  his 
plans  to  pursue  a  doctorate  in  business 
and  become  engaged  in  researching  effec- 
tive international  development  initiatives. 

He  will  graduate  from  Southern  Miss 
with  a  master's  degree  in  social  work  in 
August  after  having  completed  his  under- 
graduate in  social  work  here. 


Notice:  Transcript 
Processing  Reminder 

Transcripts  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  are  available 
through  the  Office  of  the  University 
Registrar.  Cost  per  copy  is  $5  (additional 
delivery  charges  may  apply),  and 
payment  can  be  made  by  money  order, 
check,  or  credit  card.  Cash  payments 
can  be  accepted  through  the  University 
Business  Office. 

Student  records  for  alumni  who 
attended  Southern  Miss  prior  to  Fall 

r\r\r\l     ; I l__l *L  _    ll_- -^ 


imaging  system.  Transcripts  that  are 


e-mailed  and  in  some  cases  cannot  be 
faxed  due  to  legibility. 

Alumni  who  have  attended  Southern 
Miss  since  Fall  2001  have  their  student 
records  on  the  current  Southern  Online 
Accessible  Records  (S.O.A.R.)  system. 
Transcripts  on  SOAR  can  be  processed 
via  mail,  fax,  e-mail,  or  in  person. 

For  more  information,  contact  the 
Office  of  the  University  Registrar  at 
601 .266.5006,  or  registrar@usm.edu. 
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Former  Mississippi 
Supreme  Court  Chief 
Justice  Donates  Papers 

Former  Mississippi  Supreme  Court 
Chief  Justice  James  W.  Smith  Jr.,  credits  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for  help- 
ing shape  the  man  and  jurist  he  became. 

For  that  reason  Smith,  65,  could  think  of 
no  better  place  to  donate  his  personal  papers 
than  the  McCain  Library  and  Archives  at 
Southern  Miss.  On  July  17  Smith  presented 
to  the  University  a  vast  collection  of  office 
files,  correspondence,  newspaper  clippings 
and  other  material  covering  his  tenure  (1993- 
2008)  as  a  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  justice. 

Smith's  file  will  not  be  available  for 
public  viewing  until  his  death. 

"This  university  really  set  me  on  a 
course  for  everything  I've  been  able  to 
accomplish,"  said  Smith.  "I  have  so  many 
memories  of  my  time  on  this  campus  that 
helped  prepare  me  for  the  future.  My  heart 
is  right  here  and  always  has  been." 

After  a  month  of  "retirement,"  Smith  has 
returned  to  the  courtroom  as  a  trial  lawyer 
with  Ogden  &  Associates  in  Jackson. 

Right:  Former  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  Chief 
Justice  James  W.  Smith  Jr.,  second  from  right,  has 
presented  his  papers  to  the  University's  archives. 
Accepting  Smith's  gift  to  the  University  are,  from  left, 
Dean  of  Libraries  Dr.  Carol  Kiehl;  President  Martha 
Saunders;  and  University  Archivist  Diane  Ross. 


Did  you  know  that  former  Chief 
Justice  Jim  Smith  was  the  second 
Southern  Miss  alumnus  in  a 
row  to  serve  in  that  post  for  the 
Mississippi  Supreme  Court? 
Former  Chief  Justice  Ed  Pittman 
is  also  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus, 
as  are  current  justices  Jim  Kitchens 
and  Randy  "Bubba"  Pierce. 


Football  Program  Continues  to 
Rank  High  in  the  Classroom 

The  Golden  Eagle  football  team  continues  to  rank 
among  the  nation's  top  programs  when  it  comes  to 
graduation  success. 

A  study  published  in  the  Boston  Globe  in  July  showed 
that  Southern  Miss  ranked  ninth  in  graduation  rates 
for  black  and  white  players  among  the  68  teams  that 
reached  postseason  bowl  games  in  2008.  The  Globe 
compiled  its  Top-10  ranking  based  upon  teams  that  sported 
at  least  a  50  percent  graduation  rate  with  racial  gaps  of  less  than  15  percentage  points. 
According  to  statistics  provided  by  the  NCAA,  Southern  Miss  had  an  82  percent 
graduation  rate  for  white  players  and  79  percent  for  black  players.  Navy  led  the  way  with 
rates  of  98  and  93  percent  respectively.  Schools  ranked  second  through  eighth  included 
Notre  Dame,  Northwestern,  Boston  College,  Vanderbilt,  Air  Force,  Connecticut  and  Wake 
Forest.  Troy  came  in  at  No.  10  in  the  rankings. 

The  report  covered  student-athletes  who  entered  as  freshmen  in  1998-99,  1999-00, 
2000-01  and  2001-02.  Each  athlete  had  six  years  to  graduate. 
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Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  institution 
awarded  its  first  bachelor's  degree 
in  1922  to  Kathryn  Swetman? 


In  2000,  Amy  Scott  became  the 
100,000th  graduate.  Ceremonies 
are  held  each  May  and  December  in 
Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 


New  GE  Partnership  to 
Support  Economic  Development 

Governor  Haley  Barbour  and  officials  from  GE  Aviation  have  announced  a  unique  research 
collaboration  with  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  for  technology  and  advanced  mate- 
rial development  in  the  company's  Batesville  Composites  Operation  in  Batesville,  Miss. 

GE's  partnership  with  the  School  of  Polymers  and  High  Performance  Materials  is 
focused  on  the  development  of  advanced  materials  (composites  development  processing) 
for  the  GEnx  engine.  The  world's  only  jet  engine  with  composite  fan  blades,  fan  platforms 
and  fan  case,  the  GEnx  engine  will  power  the  Boeing  787  and  747-8  aircraft. 

"This  exciting  partnership  between  GE  Aviation  and  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  combines  GE  Aviation's  expertise  with  the  talent  at  USM,"  Barbour  said.  "These 
researchers  are  working  together  to  develop  the  sophisticated  processes  and  composite  ma- 
terials needed  to  produce  next-generation  commercial  jet  engines.  Composite  components 
are  the  way  of  the  future  in  commercial  aviation,  and  I  am  proud  that  the  research  and 
development  work  needed  to  build  that  future  is  happening  right  here  in  Mississippi." 

The  collaboration  is  supported  with  a  grant  of  approximately  $2.4  million  from  the 
Mississippi  Development  Authority,  the  state's  lead  economic  development  agency. 

"GE's  relationship  with  Mississippi  leaders  and  the  state's  university  system  has  been 
outstanding,"  said  David  Joyce,  president  and  CEO  of  GE  Aviation,  headquartered  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  "Simply  put,  we  are  teaming  on  unique  technologies  that  ultimately 
impact  future  air  travel." 

"The  opportunity  to  be  on  the  leading  edge  ot  such  industrial  developments  with 
global  implications  reflects  the  University's  focus  on  research.  "Southern  Miss  has  an 
industry  view  of  research  that  encourages  university  and  industry  linkages.  These  con- 
nections provide  meaningful  products  to  our  partners  while  giving  our  students  relevant 
educational  opportunities,"  said  President  Martha  Saunders. 

Three  Southern  Miss  graduate  students  have  already  completed  internships  at  GE's 
Global  Research  Center  in  New  York  as  part  of  the  university-industry  partnership.  In  all. 
about  15-20  students  and  faculty  will  be  involved  in  the  one-year  project.  Funds  from  the 
MDA  grant  will  be  used  for  research  infrastructure. 


Gov.  Haley  Barbour  spoke  with  polymer  science  doctoral  students  from  left  David  Kingsle^    J'  ;s.  Corose 
and  Bobby  Cook.  The  three  recently  completed  internships  at  GE's  Global  Research  Center  in  New  Yo  k 
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Southern  Miss7  Seventh  President,  Horace  Fleming,  Dies 


Dr.  Horace  Weldon  Fleming  Jr.,  who 
served  as  the  seventh  president  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  from 
1997  to  2001,  died  in  May  at  his  home 
in  Macon,  Ga.  He  was  65.  Dr.  Fleming  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Steve;  a  daughter, 
Susan;  and  a  son,  Patrick. 

During  Dr.  Fleming's  tenure  as 
president,  Southern  Miss  made  several 
significant  advancements,  including  at- 
tainment of  Carnegie  Doctoral  Research 
Extensive  University  status;  initiation 
of  the  University's  first  comprehensive 
fund-raising  campaign,  which  succeeded 
in  surpassing  its  goal  of  $100  million;  and 
the  implementation  of  four  new  doctoral 
degrees,  seven  new  masters  programs  and 
eight  new  undergraduate  programs. 

Other  accomplishments  included  a 
University-wide  comprehensive  technol- 
ogy upgrade;  a  50  percent  increase  in 
research  funding;  a  $150  million  building 
program;  the  offering  of  online  courses; 
improved  grade-point  averages  and 
graduation  rates  for  student  athletes  and 
several  upgrades  in  athletics  facilities; 
and  freshman  and  sophomore  courses  at 
the  University's  Gulf  Park  Campus. 

"The  Southern  Miss  family  mourns 
the  loss  of  a  former  leader  of  our  be- 
loved University,  Horace  Fleming," 
said  Southern  Miss  President  Martha 
Saunders.  "However,  we  also  celebrate 
the  life  of  a  loving  husband  and  father,  a 
military  veteran,  a  dis- 
tinguished scholar,  and, 
most  importantly,  our 
friend.  We  appreciate 
deeply  the  contributions 
that  Dr.  Fleming  made 
to  Southern  Miss." 

A  native  of  Elbert 
County,  Ga.,  Fleming 
earned  his  bachelor's 
degree  in  political  science 
in  1965  and  a  master's 
degree  in  political  sci- 
ence in  1966  from  the 
University  of  Georgia, 
where  he  was  a  distin- 
guished graduate  of  the  university's  Army 
ROTC  program. 


Fleming  served  in  the  Vietnam  War  as 
an  Army  captain.  His  military  decorations 
include  the  Bronze  Star  and  South  Vietnam's 
Regimental  Cross  of 
Gallantry.  After  comple- 
tion of  his  military 
service,  he  earned  a 


Dissertation  Fellowship. 

His  postdoctoral  education  included  a 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
Fellowship  at  the  University  of  Texas;  an 
American  Bar  Association  Legal  Education 
Program  Grant;  and  a  fellowship  from  the 
Williamsburg  Development  Institute. 


"We  celebrate  the  life  of  a  loving  husband 
and  father,  a  military  veteran,  a  distinguished 
scholar,  and,  most  importantly,  our  friend." 

-  Martha  Saunders,  University  President 


Dr.  Horace 


doctorate  in  political 
science  from  Vanderbilt 
University  in  1973.  His 
dissertation  on  the  First 
Amendment  and  the  rights  of  free  speech 
was  supported  by  a  Woodrow  Wilson 


In  1971,  Flemingjoined  the  faculty 
at  Clemson  University,  where  he  was 
also  initiated  into  Sigma  Phi  Epsilon 
Fraternity.  In  1982,  he  founded  and 
was  first  director  of  Clemson's  Strom 
Thurmond  Institute  of  Government  and 
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Public  Affairs.  An  annual  award 
given  to  an  outstanding  politi- 
cal science  student  who  interns 
at  the  institute  is  named  in 
Fleming's  honor. 

He  took  a  leave  of  absence 
from  Clemson  to  serve  as  staff 
director  of  the  Office  of  the 
President  Pro  Tempore  of  the  U.S. 
Senate  and  chief  economist  for 
the  Senate  Judiciary  Committee. 

In  1990,  Fleming  became 
executive  vice  president  and  pro- 
fessor of  business  and  public  ad- 
ministration at  Pacific  University. 
He  left  Pacific  to  assume  the  post 
of  executive  vice  president  and 
provost  at  Mercer  University 
in  1992,  where  he  remained 
until  being  selected  president  of 
Southern  Miss. 

After  leaving  Southern  Miss, 
he  rejoined  the  Mercer  University 
administration  as  executive  vice 
president  and  provost.  Last  year, 
Mercer  honored  Fleming  with 
an  appointment  as  distinguished 
university  professor. 

Dr.  Fleming  was  the  author 
of  multiple  journal  articles, 
monographs  and  contributions 
to  books,  and  made  presentations  at  many  panels,  lectures  and 
seminars  during  his  career. 

His  academic  research  interests  included  community  and 
economic  development;  government  organization  theory;  natural 
resources  policy;  state  and  local  government  finance  and  volun- 
teerism  and  management  of  non-profit  organizations. 

He  was  a  member  of  several  honorary  and  civic  organizations 
and  was  an  active  philanthropist.  After  leaving  Southern  Miss,  he 
continued  to  help  raise  funds  for  the  University's  capital  campaign. 

In  July  1997,  Dr.  Fleming  responded  to  a  10  percent  raise 
approved  for  all  of  the  state's  university  presidents  by  making  a 
$10,000  gift  to  the  Southern  Miss  Foundation  to  support  schol- 
arships and  other  needs  of  faculty  and  students. 

"Dr.  Fleming  and  1  had  a  wonderful  relationship,"  said 
Southern  Miss  President  Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas,  who  chaired 
Fleming's  capital  campaign  for  the  University.  "We  respected  each 
other  and  always  enjoyed  being  together.  He  was  my  first  succes- 
sor, and  I  hope  I  never  tried  to  tell  him  what  to  do. 

"As  I  told  a  friend  once,  'Horace  Fleming  and  his  wife  Steve 
are  the  kind  of  people  you  would  want  to  have  as  neighbors."  I 
just  think  the  world  of  him  and  his  family." 
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™  and  Trees 


Sure,  Bass  Pecan  sells 
delicious  gourmet 
pecan  products  but  we 
also  sell  pecan  trees. 

We  offer  1 8  varieties  of  pecan 
trees  and  you  can  order  online! 

Bass  container  pecan  trees  can 
be  planted  at  any  time  of  the 
year  and  are  easier  to  grow 
than  bare  root  trees. 

Plant  a  Bass  Pecan  Tree  and 
soon  you'll  be  enjoying  the 
taste  of  Bass  Pecan  -  a  southern 
tradition  for  over  1 00  years. 


^V  J* 


1-800-PECANS-1 
www.basspecan.com 

925  East  Main  Avenue  •  Lumberton 


Summer  2009 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 
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Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  from 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IHOP 


^CENTENNIAL^ 

TRiViA 


As  the  celebrarion  of  the  University  Centennial  approaches  on 

March  30,  2010,  here  are  a  few  questions  to  test  your  knowledge  of 

Southern  Miss  history.  Answer  four  or  five  correctly,  and  we'll  assume 

you  are  a  former  University  Archives  staff  member.  Answer  two  or 

three  accurately,  and  you  can  consider  yourself  a  loyal  alum.  Answer 

zero  or  one  correctly,  and  you  may  want  to  double  check  to  make 

sure  your  diploma  is  not  from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 


1 .  What  song  is  played  by  The  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching 
Band  after  the  final  home  game  of  the  football  season? 

2.  When  were  classes  first  organized  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast? 

3.  Who  was  the  first  African  American  to  earn  a  doctoral 
degree  from  Southern  Miss? 

4.  Who  is  the  longest  serving  president  in  Southern  Miss  history? 

5.  Who  was  the  football  team's  first  opponent  in  1912? 

SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  66 
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Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Ar 
regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
at  alumni@usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013.  PleasevisitSouthernMissAlumni.com 
for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are  located  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  athletics  schedules,  visit  SouthemMiss.com. 
The  football  schedule,  home  volleyball  and  home  soccer  schedules  are  included 
in  the  Athletic  News  section  of  this  edition  of  The  Talon. 

September 

11  Ogletree  House  Ribbon  Cutting  Ceremony     y^xR^v 

Ogletree  House  I  9:30  a.m.  |  For  more 
information,  contact  the  Alumni  IgA 

Association  at  601.266.5013.  ' 

12  Ogletree  House  Open  House  I  Ogletree 
House  |  For  more  information,  contact  the 
Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 

Los  Angeles  Day  in  the  Park  |  Elysian  Park  |  1  p.m.  I  The 
event  is  an  opportunity  for  alumni  and  friends  to  visit  with 
fellow  Golden  Eagles.  I  Tickets  are  $20.  I  For  tickets  or  more 
information,  visit  mississippipicnicla.com  or  contact  Ryan 
Kelly  at  601.266.5357  or  michael.kelly@usm.edu. 

78      M-Club  Hall  of  Fame  Induction  Ceremony  I  Thad  Cochran 
Center  |  6  p.m.  |  For  more  information,  contact  Lynn 
McLelland  at  601.266.5422  or  lynn.mclelland@usm.edu. 


October 


14 


16 


23 


Career  Services  Career  Fair  I  Thad  Cochran  Center  I  Noon 
-  4  p.m.  |  Search  for  employment  or  employees  at  the  career 
fair.  |  For  more  information,  contact  Career  Services  at 
601.266.4153  or  cpp@usm.edu,  or  visit  usm.edu/cs. 

College  of  Business  Distinguished  Alumnus  of  the 
Year  Banquet  I  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center  I  6  p.m. 
For  more  information,  contact  the  College  of  Business  at 
601.266.4659. 


.« 
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Homecoming  Golf  Tournament 

Hattiesburg  Country  Club  I  8:30  a.m. 

Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Dinner 

Southern  Oaks  House  and 
Gardens  |  6  p.m. 

Alumni  Awards  Brunch  and 
Business  Meeting  I  Thad 
Cochran  Center  |  11  a.m. 


Nursing  Constituent  Society 
Homecoming  Meeting  I  Elizabeth  Harkins  Hall  I  11:30 
a.m.  I  For  more  information,  contact  Miriam  Cabana  at 
601.266.5278  or  minam.cabana@usm.edu. 

Homecoming  Football  Game  vs.  Tulane  I  The  Rock  I  6  p.m. 

For  tickets  visit  SouthernMissTickets.com. 
or  call  1  800  844  TICK  or  601  266.5418. 


theARTSgala.com     800.844.8425 
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"Mississippi  Girls7  Awarded  Peets  Buffett  Scholarships 


Born  in  Crystal  Springs,  Mississippi,  in 
1921,  Mary  Loraine  Peets  Buffett  was  known 
simply  as  "Peets"  to  her  family  and  friends.  The 
mother  of  two  daughters,  Laurie  and  Lucy,  and 
a  son  who  is  one  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  most  prominent  alumni,  Jimmy 
Buffett,  she  is  remembered  for  her  infectious 
love  of  books,  people  and  family. 

Peets  loved  learning.  A  1940  graduate 
of  Gulf  Park  College  for  Women  (now  the 
Southern  Miss  Gulf  Park  Campus)  in  Long 
Beach,  her  enthusiasm  for  education  never 
ceased.  Following  her  retirement  from 
employment  in  1979,  Peets  fulfilled  her 
lifelong  dream  of  obtaining  a  university 
degree  at  the  age  of  64. 

This  spring,  the  Alumni  Association 
announced  that  two  more  Mississippi 
women  have  gained  opportunities  to 
pursue  similar  dreams,  the  result  of 
$5,000  scholarships  in  the  name  of  Peets, 
who  died  in  2003.  Alex  Gieger  of  Laurel 
and  Devin  Ladner  of  Diamondhead  are  the 
2009  recipients  of  the  Mary  Loraine  Peets 
Buffett  Scholarship.  Gieger,  a  graduate  of 
West  Jones  High  School,  and  Ladner,  from 
Hancock  High  School,  are  attending  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  this 
fall.  The  scholarships,  which  are  managed 
by  the  Alumni  Association,  are  awarded  to 
incoming  full-time  female  freshmen  from 


Above:  Scholarship  winners  Devin  Ladner,  left,  and  Alex  Gieger,  right,  are  pictured  with  Lucy  Buffett, 
daughter  of  the  scholarship's  namesake. 


blessed  to  be  able  to  share  her  philosophy 
and  spirit  with  women  from  her  home 
state,"  Lucy  Buffett  said. 

For  Ladner,  the  scholarship  offers  an 
opportunity  for  her  to  pursue  a  dream  that 
may  not  have  been  obtainable  otherwise 
despite  her  strong  academic  record — Lad- 
ner is  a  96.63  grade  point  average  student, 
who  scored  a  27  on  the  ACT.  She  intends 
to  major  in  English  or  public  relations. 

"This  year  has  definitely  been  hard  on 
my  family.  Financial  issues  have  risen  and 


"Using  Peets1  own  words,  'I  am  honored  to  be  a  part  of  giving 

another  Mississippi  girl  this  wonderful,  life-enriching  opportunity/ 

Let  me  assure  you  that  I  am  honored  to  be  that  Mississippi  girl/' 

-  Alex  Gieger 


the  state  of 
Mississippi 
demonstrat- 
ing financial  need  and 
a  minimum  high  school 
grade  point  average  of  3.0. 

Gieger  and  Ladner  joined  Peets' 
daughter,  Lucy,  and  University  President  Dr. 
Martha  Saunders  at  the  announcement  at  the 
Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building  on 
the  University's  Hattiesburg  Campus. 

"My  mother  instilled  the  love  of  learn- 
ing in  all  of  her  children,  and  we  are  truly 


seemed  to  shout 
in  my  face  that 


this  is  not  the 
time  to  pursue  dreams  or 
to  go  to  college,"  Ladner 
said.  "It  was  not  until  I  received  that  phone 
call  telling  me  that  1  had  received  the  Mary 
Loraine  Peets  Buffett  Scholarship  did  I  see 
a  path  to  my  education  and  future.  The 
scholarship  has  eliminated  the  obstacles 
stopping  me  from  my  goals  and  has  allowed 
me  to  pursue  a  future  that  I  truly  desire." 
For  Gieger,  who  has  earned  a  3.9  grade 


point  average  and  scored  a  29  on  the  ACT,  the 
scholarship  seemed  like  the  ideal  opportunity. 

"I  remember  the  exact  moment  my 
scholarship  counselor  at  school  ap- 
proached me  with  the  'perfect'  scholar- 
ship," said  Gieger,  who  intends  to  major  in 
music  education.  "I  was  handed  the  Peets 
Buffett  Scholarship  brochure  and  imme- 
diately felt  a  connection  to  a  woman  that  I 
had  never  met. 

"Her  legacy  of  kindness  and  helping 
others  is  one  I  too  would  like  to  have  one 
day,"  Gieger  added.  "Using  Peets'  own  words, 
'I  am  honored  to  be  a  part  of  giving  another 
Mississippi  girl  this  wonderful,  life-enrich- 
ing opportunity,'  Let  me  assure  you  that  I  am 
honored  to  be  that  Mississippi  girl." 

Originally  designated  specifically  for 
women  from  the  Gulf  Coast  who  enrolled 
at  the  Gulf  Park  Campus,  recent  changes 
to  the  scholarship  endowment  now  allow 
students  statewide  who  enroll  at  either 
that  campus  or  the  Hattiesburg  Campus 
to  be  eligible.  To  date,  seven  women  have 
benefitted  from  Peets  Buffett  scholarships 
totaling  more  than  $25,000. 

Each  Peets  Buffett  scholarship  is  for 
one  academic  year.  The  scholarship  may 
be  renewed  annually  for  up  to  four  years 
provided  that  all  requirements,  including 
full-time  status,  enrollment  in  the  College 
of  Arts  and  Letters,  and  the  maintenance 
of  a  3.0  grade  point  average,  are  met. 
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The  Talon  Takes  Top  Award  at  CPRAM  Competition 


The  Talon  has  won  the  College  Public 
Relations  Association  of  Mississippi's 
first-place  award  in  the  Institutional 
Magazine  category,  a  category  that 
includes  a  variety  of  magazines  from 
Mississippi  four-year  colleges  and 
universities,  including  other  alumni 
association  magazines. 

The  judges,  who  were  from  Carnegie 
Mellon  University  in  Pittsburgh,  said 
the  category  was  "one  of  the  hardest 
categories  to  judge.  All  the  entries 
were  masterful;  there  were  definitely 


no  losers."  Second  and  third  place 
went  to  Mississippi  State's  College  o 
Engineering's  Momentum  and  MSU' 
Agricultural  Communication's  Landm 
Magazine,  respectively.  The  issues  ji 
were  from  the  calendar  year  2008. 
This  is  the  first  year  The  Talon  h< 
gained  this  recognition;  on  previou 
occasions,  the  Alumni  Association' 
magazine  had  bested  other  alumni 
magazines  across  the  state  only  to 
finish  second  or  third  in  the  category  t~ 
research  or  other  university  publications. 


Membership  Moving  Toward  20,000! 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
closed  Fiscal  Year  2009  on  June  30  with 
the  highest  paid-membership  total  in  the 
organization's  history,  18,610.  The  total  is 
nearly  2,500  more  than  the  16,160  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  at  the  end  of  Fiscal 
Year  2008,  and  represents  a  participation 
rate  of  more  than  20  percent  of  all  alumni 
for  whom  the  Association  has  accurate 
contact  information. 

The  Association  has  set  a  goal  of 
20,000  members  by  the  celebration  of  the 
University's  Centennial  on  March  30,  2010. 

"Without  question,  we  are  making  great 


strides  in  the  number  of  members  joining 
the  Association  and  are  extremely  proud  of 
this  new  record,"  said  Jerry  DeFatta,  associ- 
ate director  for  external  affairs.  "At  the  same 
time,  we  also  understand  that  we  have  yet 
to  reach  our  goal,  and  we  look  forward  to 
the  time  in  the  near  future  when  we  can 
celebrate  our  20,000th  member.  We  con- 
tinue to  be  grateful  to  all  of  our  members, 
many  of  whom  have  been  our  greatest  am- 
bassadors as  they  encourage  their  friends 
and  relatives  to  join  the  Association." 

Some  of  the  efforts  that  have  been  part  of 
the  membership  initiative  are  a  partnership 


with  DirectLine  Technologies,  whose  rep- 
resentatives have  called  potential  members 
on  behalf  of  the  Association,  and  a  special 
$20. 10  annual  rate  for  new  members,  which 
is  available  at  ReconnectwithSouthernMiss. 
com.  Upcoming  promotions  include  a 
limited-edition  Seymour  bobblehead  that 
will  be  offered  as  a  gift  of  membership  to 
alumni  and  friends  who  join  the  Association 
at  a  home  football  game  this  year.  (See  the  ad 
on  Page  33.) 

For  more  information  on  the  20.000  in 
2010  Membership  Campaign  or  to  join  the 
Association,  call  601.266.5013. 
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and  friends  hosted  a  wine-tasting 
dinner  on  Thursday,  Feb.  19,  at 
the  restaurant  801  Franklin.  More 
than  30  alumni  attended  the  event, 
which  included  a  reception  with  hors 
d'oeuvres  and  a  4-course  dinner 
with  Franken  German  wines.  Th« 
alumni  group  in  Huntsville  has  be 
very  active  with  hosting  alumni  ev 
and  recruiting  students  in  the  arei 
to  attend  Southern  Miss.  For  more 
information  about  the  Huntsville  al 
group,  contact  Alumni  Ambassadc 
Stacy  Busby  at  256.658.5684  or 
smiss@salug.org. 
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Association  Staff 
Returns  to  the 
Ogletree  House 

The  Alumni  Association  staff  returned 
to  the  Ogletree  House  in  late  July  from  its 
temporary  office  space  in  the  Copy  Center 
on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus.  Although  the 
staff  has  made  the  move,  construction  will 
continue  on  the  exterior  of  the  Ogletree  House 
through  August.  The  Associations  e-mail 
address,  alumni@usm.edu,  phone  number, 
601.266.50i3,  and  mailing  address,  118  College 
Drive,  Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406,  has 
remained  the  same  following  the  move. 

A  ribbon  cutting  for  the  facility  will 
take  place  on  September  11  at  9:30  a.m., 
and  tours  of  the  facility  will  be  available 
beginning  that  day.  In  the  event  of  inclement 
weather,  the  ceremony  will  be  held  at  the 
Thad  Cochran  Center.  For  more  information 
on  the  ribbon  cutting,  contact  Rene  Trigg  at 
601.266.5691  or  rene.trigg@usm.edu. 

The  $4  million  construction  project  is 
completely  restoring  and  greatly  expand- 
ing the  Ogletree  House,  one  of  the  five 
remaining  original  buildings  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus. 

Right:  Movers  deliver  furniture  to  the  Ogletree  House 
in  late  July.  The  Association  staff  has  returned  to  the 
Ogletree  House  following  18  months  of  operating 
from  temporary  offices  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 


Welcome  New  Alumni  Association  Life  Members 

Eva  E.  Allen 

James  L.  Bullock 

Jeffery  Favre 

Randall  Jenkins 

Carl  McNeil 

W.  Reed  Allison,  Jr. 

Samuel  &  Melissa  Burkett 

Gary  &  Diane  Folse 

Lynne  M.  Jeter 

Marilyn  Grissom  Meadows 

Jacalyn  L.  Bartlett 

Donald  Campbell 

Betty  Germany 

Daniel  Lee  Johnson 

Whitney  David  Meeks 

Joy  Beall 

Thomas  B.  Campbell,  Jr. 

Barry  Daniel  Giles 

Jeffrey  T.  Kea 

Janet  S.  Meinke 

Garry  D.  Berndt 

Michael  A.  Carlton 

Algie  &  Emily  Green 

J.  David  Keith 

David  D.  Miles 

Laura  Garren  Berry 

Col.  James  Chambers,  Jr. 

Robert  Gustin,  Sr. 

Phillip  &  Angie  Keyes 

Conrado  E.  Miranda 

R.  Gerald  Berry 

Diane  H.  Cook 

David  H.  Halliwell,  Jr. 

Penny  Kochtitzky 

Dara  E.  Moak 

Rodney  &  Ann  Blackwell 

Gary  Lee  Crist 

Sandra  Safigan  Halliwell 

Christy  Marie  Ladner 

Floyd  Mobley,  Jr. 

Martin  Lynn  Bonner 

William  R.  Cullinane,  Jr. 

Jane  E.  Hayes 

Charles  Wayne  Lasher 

Paul  Moncada 

Redell  &  Linda  Bonner 

William  E.  Cullum 

Walter  T.  Helton 

William  &  Deborah 

Anneas  &  Pamela  Moses 

Gerald  B.  Bordelon 

Judy  Diann  Culpepper 

Robert  E.  Henderson,  Jr. 

Lawrence 

Nell  O.  Murray 

Blake  Boudreaux 

Cory  Brian  Curtis 

Danny  &Jennie  Hensarling 

William  D.  Leach   ■ 

William  N.  Myers 

William  B.  Bourne,  Jr. 

William  G.  Curtis 

Sally  B.  Herrington 

Chris  &  Leigh  Ann  Leonard 

Bill  Nance 

Patsy  Brewer 

Richard  &  Penny  Davidson 

William  &  Paula  Hewes 

Willis  &  Ethel  Lott 

Melanie  Thomas  Nelson 

Sharee  Broussard 

Jason  Dean 

Christopher  B.  Hinton 

Karen  S.  Lundy 

Patricia  &  Donald   Neville 

Mitchell  S.  Brown 

Scott  &  Frances  Dearman 

Hal  &  Wanda  Hitt 

John  Lutzel 

Zach  New 

Ricky  Duane  Brown 

Lorri  Ray  Devereaux 

Sarah  Siltanen  Hosman 

Norma  L.  Magola 

John  &  Gwen  Pate 

William  Ameal  Browning 

N.  Lee  Dilly 

Wayne  Lucas  Howard,  Jr. 

William  &  Denise  Mason 

Jennifer  Duke  Payne 

Laurence  &  Martha  Buckley 

Tom  &  Fran  Estes 

Nancy  Bearden  Howell 

Mark  McCord 

Donald  &  Bonnie  Peagler 

Twilah  Barnes  Buie 

Dennis  R.  Evans,  Jr. 

Sally  Hoyt 

George  C  McDavid,  Jr. 

Eddie  &  Tammie  Peasant 

Doug  Bullock 

Kenneth  Farmer 

Charles  Randall  Hulett 

Evan  L.  McElveen 

John  L.  Pendergrass 
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Donna  Jo  Pertuit 

Beth  Steinbruck-  Phillips 

Kesia  Pope 

Greg  &  Tessie  Reed 

Charles  Robert  Remus 

Barry  &  Tracy  Reynolds 

Henry  H.  Reynolds,  Jr. 

William  Danny  Rhodes 

Stephen  &  Jennifer  Rook 

Barbara  Ross 

Jeanne  G.  Rudzki 

Sabrina  Bosarge  Ruffin 

Steven  Anthony  Saucier 

Morgan  &  Angel  Shands 

Beverly  Sheridan 

Oscar  Shoemaker 

Stephen  Sholtis 

Valerie  Simmons 

Ashley  Sisson 

Katherine  Maureen  Smart 

David  &  Martha  Smith 


Robert  St.  John 
Gracie  Bonds  Staples 

Stanley  Stufflbeam 

Julie  Anderson  Sutton 

William   Symmes 

John  Duff  Thomas 

Teresa  Lawrence  Thompson 

John  W.  Thornhill 

Nathaniel  &  Seretha 

Thornton 

Ronald  J.  Trahan,  Jr. 

Chris  &  Christina  Wagner 

Prentice  &  Debra  Walker 

Joycelyn  Walters 

Ying  Wang 

Aaron  &  Jessica  Watkins 

Steven  C.  Wells 

John  &  Drue  White 

Matthew  &  Natalie  Wiggins 

Ricardo  &  Contina  Woods 

Matthew  Wiley  Younce 


Association  Seeking  Copy 

of  USM  Alumni  News  from  1970 

The  Alumni  Association  is  seeking  a  copy  of  the  April  1970  edition  of  USM  Alumni 
News  for  inclusion  on  the  shelves  of  the  Warren  Library  at  the  Ogletree  House.  The 
library  will  include  bound  copies  of  the  Association's  magazine,  now  called  The 
Talon,  from  the  1950s  to  the  present  for  viewing  by  alumni  and  friends. 

If  you  have  a  copy  of  the  April  1970  edition  that  you  would  be  willing 
to  donate  to  the  Association  for  this  purpose,  please  contact  Jim  Coll  at 
601.266.5722  or  james.coll@usm.edu. 


Alumni  Association  Awards 
Two  Pierce  Legacy  Scholarships 

Jordan  Rex  Mathews  of  Biloxi  and  Laura  Michelle  Perry  of  Hattiesburg  have  been 
named  the  newest  Robert  D.  Pierce  II  Legacy  Scholars.  The  $1,000  one-time  scholarships 
are  awarded  based  on  academic  performance,  extracurricular  activities  and  community 
service.  This  year  the  Alumni  Association  awarded  scholarships  to  the  two  students,  each  of 
who  scored  29  on  the  ACT  and  were  active  at  their  high  schools  and  in  their  communities. 

Pierce  Legacy  Scholars  are  children  or  grandchildren  of  Southern  Miss  alumni 
who  have  been  active  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  10  or  more  consecutive 
years.  They  must  be  eligible  for  admission  to  Southern  Miss  as  freshmen,  and  must 
be  enrolled  as  a  full-time  student  for  the  upcoming  fall  semester. 

In  2008,  the  program  was  named  in  honor  of  Alumni  Association  Executive 
Director  Bob  Pierce.  Pierce,  the  Association's  executive  director  since  1998,  was 
instrumental  in  the  creation  of  the  program  nearly  a  decade  ago.  To  date,  approxi- 
mately $30,000  has  been  awarded  to  students.  Applications  for  the  scholarship  must 
be  submitted  to  the  Alumni  Association  office  by  March  15. 
Bios  of  the  newest  Pierce  Legacy  Scholars  include: 

Jordan  Rex  Mathews  of  Biloxi  Jordan  is  a  4.02  student  with  a 
29  ACT  score  from  St.  Patrick  Catholic  High  School,  who  plans  on 
studying  marine  science  and  maritime  law.  At  St.  Patrick,  Jordan 
was  a  member  of  several  clubs  that  included  the  National  Honor 
Society,  Student  Council  and  Key  Club.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  football  and  soccer  teams,  and  was  voted  Most  Outstanding 
Kicker  in  the  Class  2A  division. 

Jordan  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Biloxi  community. 
He  has  completed  more  than  100  hours  of  service  with  various  Hurricane  Katrina 
cleanup  projects,  and  has  volunteered  with  several  local  organizations  such  as  the 
Boys  and  Girls  Club.  Jordan  is  the  son  of  Ann  '87  and  Ricky  Mathews  '84.  The 
Mathews  have  been  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  for  more  than  20  years. 

Laura  Michelle  Perry  of  Hattiesburg  Luna  is  a  3.96  GPA  stu- 
dent with  29  ACT  score  from  Oak  Grove  High  School.  Laura  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Honor  Society,  the  band,  student  council. 
and  several  other  clubs  and  organizations.  She  also  lound  time  to 
give  back  to  her  community  by  volunteering  with  several  organiza- 
tions that  include  the  Parkway  Heights  United  Methodist  Church, 
Edwards  Street  Food  Pantry,  the  Strong  River  Camp  and  Farm,  and 
Operation  Christmas  Child  Shoe  Boxes. 

In  addition  to  her  volunteer  work  in  the  Hattiesburg  community,  Laura  has  also 
worked  with  the  MOSAIC  organization  to  help  rebuild  homes  damaged  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  and  assisted  in  the  rebuilding  of  a  Louisiana  church  damaged  by  the  hurricane. 
Laura  is  the  daughter  of  Susan  '81  and  Phillip  Perry,  who  are  Life  Members  of  the 
Alumni  Association. 
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Carl  McQuagge: 


From  Rocky  Creek  to 
Educational  Statesman 
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By  Diane  DeCesare  Ross  '87,  '97,  '00 

Back  in  1930,  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  was  still  known 
as  State  Teachers  College  (STC).  Carlton 
Lamar  McQuagge  was  a  junior,  studying 
math  and  science.  Even  then,  his  fellow 
students  recognized  that  the  young  man 
was  a  shining  star  among  them.  They 
showed  their  esteem  by  choosing  him  as 
junior  class  president. 

The  son  of  a  farmer,  Carl  McQuagge 
was  born  in  1909  in  Stone  County, 
Mississippi.  He  graduated  from  Wiggins 
High  School  in  1928  and  from  the  State 
Teachers  College  in  1932,  just  as  the  Great 
Depression  caused  the  State  of  Mississippi 
to  withhold  funds  from  all  public  institu- 
tions. Teachers  across  the  state  were  being 
asked  to  take  cuts  in  pay.  Despite  the  hard 


times,  McQuagge  began  his  teaching 
career  that  year  at  Rocky  Creek  High 
School  in  Mississippi.  About  a  year  later, 
he  married  Catherine  Atwell  Temple,  a 
1933  graduate  of  STC. 

McQuagge  remained  at  Rocky  Creek 
for  several  years,  as  both  an  instructor 
and  as  superintendent  of  the  school.  He 
left  there  in  1939  to  serve  as  superinten- 
dent at  the  high  school  in  Long  Beach, 
Mississippi,  before  working  in  Vocational 
Rehabilitation  with  the  Mississippi  State 
Department  of  Education  in  Jackson 
from  1944  to  1945.  Finally,  he  returned 
to  his  alma  mater  in  1945  to  serve  as 
director  of  the  Demonstration  School. 
Having  branched  out  beyond  its  role  as 
a  teachers'  college,  STC  was  then  known 
as  Mississippi  Southern  College  (MSC). 
However,  the  Demonstration  School  was 
still  an  important  training  ground  for  the 
state's  teachers,  and  improving  education 
was  McQuagge's  focus. 

Part  of  his  focus  involved  increasing 
his  own  knowledge  and  skills.  While 
directing  the  Demonstration  School,  he 
earned  his  Master  of  Arts  degree  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  in  1947, 
as  well  as  his  Doctorate  in  Education 
from  the  University  of  Texas  in  1954. 

Left:  This  photo  is  taken  from  a  dedication  plaque 
honoring  McQuagge  in  the  Education  and 
Psychology  building  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 

Right:  Carlton  L.  McQuagge  is  pictured  at  his 
desk  in  1947,  when  he  served  as  director  of  the 
Demonstration  School. 


"A  STATE  OR 
NATION    CANNOT 
RISE  ABOVE 
THE   LEVEL  OF 
EDUCATION   OF 
ITS   PEOPLE." 

-  Carlton  Lamar  McQuagge 

The  latter  was  accomplished  partly 
through  a  leave  of  absence  and  a  Kellogg 
Foundation  scholarship  for  advanced 
study  in  school  administration. 

Nineteen  fifty-four  was  a  watershed 
year  in  the  field  of  education.  In  the  land- 
mark case  of  Brown  v.  Board  of  Education, 
the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  "separate 
but  equal"  doctrine  unconstitutional 
and  required  schools  across  the  United 
States  to  desegregate.  Mississippi's  state 
legislature  countered  with  an  amendment 
to  the  state  constitution  that  would  close 
all  public  schools  if  Federal  courts  forced 
the  end  of  Mississippi's  dual  educational 
system,  as  well  as  more  than  40  other  stat- 
utes designed  to  resist  desegregation  of  the 
public  schools.  With  doctorate  in  hand, 
Carl  McQuagge  could  have  gone  anywhere 
in  the  nation,  and  given  the  upheaval  in 
Mississippi,  it  would  have  been  sorely 
tempting  to  many  men.  Still,  McQuagge 
chose  to  return  to  his  native  state  and  to  his 
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"He  came  up 
the  hard  way 
and  with  a 
great  deal  of 
tenacity  and 
intelligence  and 
hard  work." 

-  R.C.  Cook,  former  president 


position  as  director  of  the  Demonstration 
School.  In  his  words,  "a  state  or  nation 
cannot  rise  above  the  level  of  education  of 
its  people". 

As  MSC  grew,  so  did  McQuagge 's 
authority  at  the  college  and  in  the  state. 
In  1956,  a  call  went  out  for  volunteers  to 
organize  and  administer  the  college's  first 
credit  union.  One  of  three  people  who 
put  up  $100  each  to  establish  the  venture, 
McQuagge  answered  the  call  and  served 
as  the  credit  union's  first  director. 

In  1958,  he  became  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Education  Administration. 
From  1960  to  1963,  he  was  the  college's 
registrar.  By  the  time  he  became  dean  of 
the  School  of  Education  and  Psychology 
in  1963,  MSC  had  become  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  (USM).  By 
1968,  McQuagge  had  guided  the  School 
of  Education  and  Psychology  into  its 
weightier  role  of  the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology. 

With  all  that  was  going  on  at 
USM  and  in  the  educational  sys- 
tems of  the  state,  McQuagge  kept 
busy.  He  served  with  the  Mississippi 
Education  Association,  the  Mississippi 
Accrediting  Commission  for  Elementary 
and  Secondary  Schools,  the  College 
Accrediting  Commission  for  Mississippi 
Colleges,  and  the  State  Committee  for 
the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools  (SACS).  He  was  also 
president  of  the  Mississippi  Southern 
Alumni  Association.  No  doubt  he 
would  have  continued  on  in  this  vein 
had  a  heart  attack  and  continued  poor 
health  not  caused  him  to  retire  in  the 
summer  of  1970. 

On  November  13,  1970,  a  luncheon 
was  held  as  part  of  the  Homecoming 
festivities  in  the  University  Commons  to 
honor  Dr.  McQuagge.  More  than  300  of 
his  friends,  colleagues,  and  family  mem- 
bers gathered  for  the  celebration.  Shortly 


after  it  began,  Carl  McQuagge  collapsed. 
Though  a  doctor  and  a  nurse  were  present 
and  provided  emergency  treatment,  he 
had  succumbed  to  a  fatal  heart  attack  by 
the  time  an  ambulance  rushed  him  to 
Forrest  General  Hospital.  The  luncheon 
continued  at  his  wife's  request. 

By  the  time  of  his  death  at  the  age  of 
61,  Dr.  Carlton  Lamar  McQuagge  had 
served  Mississippi  education  for  38  years, 
a  full  quarter  century  of  those  years  at 
USM.  He  was  known  as  one  of  the  best 
school  administrators  in  the  state,  as  a 
leader  in  teacher  education  regionally 
and  nationally,  and  as  a  man  with  strong 
convictions  in  equality  of  educational 
opportunity.  As  former  president  R.C. 
Cook  noted:  "I  do  want  to  say  this  about 
Carl:  he  came  up  the  hard  way  and  with  a 
great  deal  of  tenacity  and  intelligence  and 
hard  work.  When  he  came  to  Southern 
he  worked  hard  and  developed  leadership 
and  deserved  every  promotion  which 
came  to  him  .  .  .  For  many  years  he  gave 
the  schools  of  Mississippi  the  very  best  in 
educational  leadership  .  .  ."  In  an  address 
intended  for  the  fated  luncheon,  G.  H. 
Johnston  (then  State  Superintendent  of 
Education)  remarked  that  McQuagge  was 
"actively  involved  in  every  movement 
in  our  state  for  the  improvement  and 
expansion  of  educational  opportunities 
for  all  of  the  children  of  our  state  at  the 
elementary  and  secondary  levels  as  well 
as  education  beyond  high  school  for  all 
of  our  people  ....  We  recognize  [him] 
today  as  a  scholar,  a  writer  and  author,  a 
fine  school  administrator  and  educational 
statesman,  but  most  of  all  as  an  outstand- 
ing teacher  who  has  positively  influenced 
thousands  of  young  Mississippians  both 
in  high  school  and  in  college." 

On  April  23,  1988,  the  building  con- 
structed for  the  School  of  Education  and 
Psychology  in  the  1960s  was  dedicated  as 
Owings-McQuagge  Hall. 


Top:  Carlton  L.  McQuagge  graduated  from  Wiggins  High  School  in  1928 
and  from  State  Teachers  College  in  1932. 

Bottom:  The  Education  and  Psychology  Building  (currently  Owings-  McQuagge  Hall)  is  pictured  during 
construction  around  1964. 
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DuBard  School  Receives  $80,000  Grant 
from  Lower  Pearl  River  Valley  Foundation 


Dakota  Brock,  11,  checks  his  supplies  with  speech  language  pathologist 
Lindsey  Davis  on  the  first  day  of  classes,  Aug.  5,  at  the  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders.  The  DuBard  School  is  designed  to  serve  children  with 
severe  language-speech  disorders,  including  deafness  and  hearing  impair- 
ments as  well  as  those  with  the  written  language  disorder  of  dyslexia. 

An  $80,000  grant  from  the  Lower  Pearl 
River  Valley  Foundation  to  the  DuBard 
School  for  Language  Disorders  will  help  pay 
for  intensive  speech-language  services  for 
children  from  Pearl  River  County. 

The  foundation  recently  approved  the 
grant  to  the  DuBard  School,  which  has  been 


serving  children  with 
severe  communication 
disorders  for  45  years. 

The  school  enrolls  80 
lull-time  students  annual- 
ly, ol  which  approximately 
10  percent  are  from 
Pearl  River  County,  and 
also  serves  as  a  learning 
laboratory  for  Southern 
Miss  students  under  the 
supervision  of  nationally- 
certified  speech-language 
pathologists  and  educators 
of  the  deaf. 

"In  recent  years,  we 
have  had  interns  from 
Picayune  and  Pearl  River  County  serve  at  l  he 
DuBard  School,"  said  Clyde  Dease,  founda- 
tion president.  "This  partnership  will  be 
extremely  meaningful  to  parents  and  children 
from  our  community,  as  they  will  signifi- 
cantly benefit  from  what  the  DuBard  School 
and  its  staff  have  to  offer." 


The  families  of  students  at  the  DuBard 
School  do  not  pay  for  the  services,  which 
cost  about  $17,600  annually  for  a  full-time 
student,  Dr.  Maureen  Martin,  DuBard 
school  director  said.  The  state  Department 
of  Education  picks  up  only  60  percent  of  the 
cost,  she  said. 

"This  most  generous  grant  from  the 
Lower  Pearl  River  Valley  Foundation  will 
help  to  provide  intensive  services  to  children 
from  Pearl  River  County,"  she  said.  'Children 
challenged  with  severe  speech-language 
disorders,  hearing  loss  and/or  the  written  lan- 
guage disorder  of  dyslexia  will  benefit  from 
the  highly  specialized  DuBard  Association 
Method  curriculum  with  the  goal  of  returning 
to  their  local  schools  with  the  skills  needed 
for  academic  success. 

"It's  going  to  change  the  lives  of  the 
children  and  their  families." 

Healthy  children  have  been  a  priority  of 
the  Lower  Pearl  River  Valley  Foundation  since 
its  inception,  said  Dr.  Ted  Alexander,  chief 
executive  officer. 


REMEMBER  YOUR  PAST. 
EMPOWER  OUR  FUTURE. 

For  more  information,  contact  Keith  R.  Dale  in  our  planned  giving  office  at  601.266.5375. 


Our  University  continues  to  build  upon  its 
tradition  of  excellence  through  generous, 
long-range  gifts  from  private  donors.  Please 
remember  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  in  your  will,  trust 
or  other  estate  plans. 
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Center  for  the  Study  of  War  and  Society 
Endowment  Established  with  Two  Lead  Gifts 


More  than  just  partners  at 
Comprehensive  Radiology  Services  in 
Hattiesburg,  Dr.  Craig  Howard  and  Dr. 
Richard  McCarthy  77  are  the  lead  donors 
in  the  fundraising  efforts  for  the  Center  for 
the  Study  of  War  and  Society  Endowment, 

Established  in  2000,  the  Center  for 
the  Study  of  War  and  Society  serves  as 
a  resource  for  the  study  of  the  history  of 
warfare  at  the  social,  economic,  politi- 
cal, cultural  and  military  levels.  Working 
in  conjunction  with  the  University's 
International  Programs  center,  the  Center 
for  the  Study  of  War  and  Society  offers 
students  and  faculty  the  opportunity  to 
study  the  history  of  war  in  places  such  as 
Normandy,  Britain  and  Vietnam. 

A  few  years  ago,  McCarthy  attended  a 
public  lecture  by  Dr.  Andrew  Wiest,  co- 
director  of  the  Center  for  the  Study  of  War 
and  Society  and  a  history  professor.  After 
meeting  Wiest,  McCarthy  made  a  donation 
in  support  of  the  Southern  Miss  history  de- 
partment. McCarthy  continued  to  learn  more 
about  the  department's  fundraising  needs 
and  pledged  a  total  of  $210,000  to  establish 
the  Center  for  War  and  Society  Endowment. 

"1  have  always  believed  that  many 
of  the  problems  in  the  world  result 


Kristen  Bower 


from  leaders  not  knowing  history,"  said 
McCarthy.  "I  decided  to  try  to  make  a 
difference  by  stretching  myself  in  gifts  in 
the  hope  that  I  could  inspire  others  to  help 
make  a  difference." 

Inspired  by  McCarthy's  generosity 
and  guided  by  his  common  interest  in 
history,  Howard  pledged  a  gift  of  $50,000 
to  the  center.  "I  was  compelled  to  help  the 
Center  for  the  Study  of  War  and  Society  at 
Southern  Miss  become  one  of  the  best  in 
the  nation,"  said  Howard. 

"We  founded  the  Center  for  the 
Study  of  War  and  Society  believing 
in  the  critical  need  to  understand  the 
place  of  warfare  in  history,  especially  its 
interactions  with  society  and  culture," 
said  Wiest.  "Due  to  the  generous  gifts 
of  Drs.  McCarthy  and  Howard,  we  have 
now  been  able  to  begin  funding  outreach 
programs,  scholarships,  research  and 
awards — the  things  that  are  the  hfeblood 
of  scholarship." 

The  endowment  will  provide  support 
for  the  center's  undergraduate  teaching, 
graduate  teaching  and  mentorship,  schol- 
arship and  community  outreach,  which 
includes  a  monthly  roundtable  discussion 
and  an  annual  lecture  series. 


Kristen  Bower  Endowment  Established 

As  a  board  member  of  the  Madison  Charitable  Foundation,  James  "Joe"  Carpenter 
recently  helped  establish  the  Kristen  Bower  Academic  Scholarship  Endowment  with  a 
pledge  of  $250,000.  The  Madison  Foundation  is  a  private  charitable  organization  created 
by  Carpenter's  longtime  friend  Wiley  Hatcher  of  Houston,  Texas. 

"The  Madison  Foundation  is  a  special  organization,"  said  Carpenter.  "Our  mission 
is  simple.  We  want  to  help  those  in  need.  We  have  contributed  to  several  universities, 
organizations  and  special  projects  in  Mississippi." 

The  endowment  was  established  in  memory  of  Kristen  Bower,  the  daughter  of  former 
Southern  Miss  head  football  coach,  Jeff  Bower.  Kristen  was  tragically  killed  in  an  automo- 
bile accident  in  1997.  A  friend  of  Bower's,  Carpenter  thought  the  endowment  would  be  a 
fitting  tribute  to  Kristen's  memory. 

"We  extend  our  deepest  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Madison  Charitable 
Foundation  for  establishing  this  endowment  in  memory  of  our  daughter  Kristen,"  said 
Bower.  "We  are  most  grateful  to  Wiley  Hatcher  and  Joe  Carpenter  for  making  this 
endowment  possible  in  order  to  benefit  the  future  recipients  who  are  in  need  of  financial 
assistance  to  receive  a  great  education  at  Southern  Miss." 

"Honoring  a  loved  one  through  a  scholarship  endowment  memorializes  and  continues 
a  legacy  of  giving,"  said  Dr.  David  Wolf,  vice  president  for  Advancement.  "We  are  touched 
by  the  Madison  Foundation's  generosity  and  heartfelt  gift  forever  linking  Kristen  Bower  to 
students  at  Southern  Miss." 
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Scholarship  to  Honor  Yvonne  Arnold 

The  Yvonne  Arnold  Scholarship  Fund  has  been  established 
at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Libraries  to  honor 
former  Archives  Specialist  Yvonne  Arnold.  The  scholarship  will 
support  Mississrppians  in  pursuing  their  educational  dreams. 

At  70,  Arnold  is  now  "retired,"  but  returns  to  campus 
regularly  as  a  volunteer.  She  is  well-known  for  her  talks  on 
the  history  of  the  University,  some  of  which  included  her 
doing  a  vintage  cheer  dressed  up  as  a  1912  Southern  Miss 
cheerleader.  The  Hattiesburg  native  married  young  and 
dropped  out  of  high  school.  Working  as  a  seamstress,  she 
raised  three  children,  then  earned  her  G.E.D.  and  went  on 
to  earn  a  bachelors  degree  at  Southern  Miss.  A  scholarship 
allowed  her  to  attend  school  full-time,  and  a  part-time  job 

with  the  University  Libraries  soon  followed.  She  graduated  in  1990  and  began  working 
full-time  at  McCain  Library  &  Archives,  where  her  love  for  history  and  her  generous  spirit 
have  inspired  many. 

The  Yvonne  Arnold  Scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  Mississippi  residents  pursuing 
undergraduate  degrees  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  with  preference  given  to 
non-traditional  students.  Donations  are  tax-deductible  and  may  be  mailed  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  at  118  College  Drive  #10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001. 


Spring  "09  Graduate 
Receives  First  Jack 
Lucas  Award 


A  spring  2009 
graduate  has  re- 
ceived an  award 
honoring  a  hero 
famed  lor  his 
death-defying 
act  of  bravery  in 
World  War  II. 

Patrick  Lofton 


Patrick  Lofton 


of  Newton  has  been  recognized  by  the 
Department  of  History's  Center  for  the  Study 
of  War  and  Society  with  its  inaugural  Jack 
Lucas  Award. 

The  award  is  given  to  the  writer  of  the 
best  undergraduate  paper  written  on  a  war 
and  society  topic,  and  comes  with  a  $250 
prize.  Lofton's  paper  is  titled  "Word  War:  The 
1  I  torts  and  Perception^  ol  success  ol  British 
Black  Propaganda  in  The  Second  World  War." 

Southern  Miss  assistant  professor  of  history 
Dr.  Heather  Stur,  a  fellow  of  the  Center  for  the 
Study  of  War  and  Society,  presented  the  award 
to  Lofton  along  with  Lucas'  widow  Ruby. 

Lucas,  a  Hattiesburg  resident  who  was 
the  youngest  marine  to  ever  earn  the  Medal 
of  Honor,  died  last  year  at  age  80.  He  served 
on  the  advisory  board  for  the  Center,  which 
examines  the  impact  of  war  and  its  relation- 
ship to  society. 

Determined  to  serve  during  World  War 
11.  Lucas  concealed  his  true  age  when  he 
enlisted  because  he  was  too  young.  At  the 
Battle  of  Iwo  Jima,  he  threw  himself  cm  two 
grenades  to  protect  fellow  marines  during 
fierce  combat  with  Japanese  soldiers,  and 
suffered  grave  injuries  when  one  of  the  gre- 
nades exploded.  Lucas'  story  is  recounted  in 
the  book  "Indestructible:  The  Unforgettable 
Story  of  a  Marine  Hero  at  the  Battle  of  Iwo 
Jima"  by  D.K.  Drum. 

He  recovered  after  several  surgeries, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  war  was  presented  the 
Medal  of  Honor  for  his  heroism  by  President 
Harry  S.  Truman 

Richard  McCarthy  and  Craig  Howard, 
supporters  of  the  Center  for  the  Study  ol 
War  and  Society,  created  an  endowment 
that  helps  fund  the  Jack  Lucas  Award, 
along  with  a  speaker  series  and  commu- 
nity book  club. 
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Home  LLP  Partners  and  Associates  Pledge  to  Endow  Professorship 


President  Martha  Saunders  has  an- 
nounced the  establishment  of  the  Home 
LLP  Endowed  Professorship  in  the  School 
of  Accountancy.  The  endowment  is  made 
possible  by  partners  and  associates  of  the 
accounting  and  business  advisory  firm 
in  Jackson  in  conjunction  with  the  firm's 
matching  gift  program. 

"Through  the  generosity  of  Home 
LLP  partners  and  associates,  the  School 
of  Accountancy  will  be  able  to  attract  and 
retain  outstanding  faculty  and  researchers 
and  continue  the  momentum  of  the  grow- 
ing program,"  said  Saunders. 

Home  LLP  partners  and  associ- 
ates have  been  longtime  supporters  of 
Southern  Miss,  with  many  of  its  partners 
as  representatives  on  the  College  of 
Business  Advisory  Council  and  alumni  of 
the  University. 

"We  are  pleased  to  provide  continued 
support  to  the  School  of  Accountancy  at 
Southern  Miss,"  said  Hugh  Parker,  CEO 
and  President  of  Home  LLP.  "Through  our 
firm's  matching  gift  program,  we  antici- 
pate the  endowment  to  reach  $300,000." 

This  gift  comes  shortly  after  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  newly  selected  director 
of  the  School  of  Accountancy,  Dr.  K.E. 


bove:  Home  LLP  executives  announce  the  establishment  of  the  Home  LLP  Endowed  Professorship  in  the 
School  of  Accountancy  at  Southern  Miss.  Pictured  from  left  are  J. P.  Blalock,  Southern  Miss  President  Martha 
Saunders,  Home  LLP  President  Hugh  Parker,  Kade  Moody  and  College  of  Business  Dean  Lance  Nail. 


"Skip"  Hughes.  Hughes  joins  Southern 
Miss  from  Louisiana  State  University, 
where  he  served  as  associate  dean  of  the 
E.J.  Ourso  College  of  Business,  interim 
accounting  department  chair  and  the 
Marjory  B.  Ourso  Professor. 

"The  Home  LLP  Endowed  Professorship 
will  aid  Dr.  Hughes  in  achieving  his  vision 
of  advancing  our  School  of  Accountancy  to 
the  top  school  in  the  Southeast,"  said  Dr. 


Lance  Nail,  dean  of  the  College  of  Business. 
"We  are  grateful  to  the  firm,  its  partners 
and  associates  for  their  commitment  to 
excellence  at  Southern  Miss." 

To  make  a  gift  to  the  Home  LLP 
Endowed  Professorship  in  the  School 
of  Accountancy,  contact  Shannon 
Woodward,  director  of  development  for 
the  College  of  Business,  at  601.596.4811  or 
Shannon.Woodward@usm.edu. 


Endowment  Established  in  Memory  of  Mississippi  Author 


Southern  Miss  alumnus  Sidney  (Sid) 
Evans  recently  established  the  Sid  and 
Laura  Evans  Scholarship  Endowment, 
in  memory  of  his  loving 
wife,  Lauraline  (Laura)  Lee 
Evans.  The  scholarship  will 
be  awarded  to  an  incoming 
freshman  with  financial 
need  who  has  a  3.0  high 
school  GPA  and  is  a  native 
of  Mississippi 

"Laura  always  wanted 
to  help  kids  who  didn't 
have  the  opportunity  to 
go  to  college,"  said  Sid.  "I 
wanted  to  create  a  way  for 
our  family  to  remember  her 
legacy  of  generosity." 

After  enlisting  in  the  Air  Force  in 
1947,  Laura  earned  a  bachelor's  degree 


Laura  and  Sid  E 


from  Oklahoma  Baptist  University  and  a 
master's  degree  from  Southern  Miss.  In 
1963,  Laura  traveled  overseas  to  teach  at 
the  University  of  Guam, 
where  she  met  Sid,  who  was 
assigned  to  the  company  of 
Guam.  Laura  and  Sid  spent 
several  years  traveling  in 
the  military,  to  Iran,  South 
Korea  and  Germany,  among 
other  locations  in  Europe. 
In  1973,  they  retired  from 
the  military  and  returned 
to  Laura's  hometown  of 
Caesar.  After  retiring,  Sid 
obtained  a  bachelor's  and 
master's  degrees  from 
Southern  Miss. 
Laura  became  actively  involved  in  the 
Picayune  and  Poplarville  theater  groups,  the 


Poplarville  Storytellers,  Picayune  Writers 
and  Gulf  Coast  Writers.  She  then  began 
writing  fiction  novels  and  short  stories,  and 
was  invited  to  travel  telling  her  stories. 

"Laura  was  a  great  storyteller;  one  of 
the  best,"  said  Robert  Lee,  Laura's  brother. 
"She  told  real  life  stories  about  growing  up 
in  Caesar  with  fictitious  names." 

In  2007,  Laura  received  the  Mississippi 
Library  Association  Author  Committee 
Fiction  Award  for  her  novel  "The 
Redemption  of  Nettie  Sykes,"  a  story  of 
betrayal,  endurance,  and  the  healing  and 
redemptive  power  of  love. 

Three  weeks  before  her  death  in 
November  2008,  Laura  began  writing  her 
last  short  story.  "She  was  an  intelligent  and 
sweet  lady  who  never  lost  her  enthusiasm 
and  zeal  for  life,"  said  Sid.  "And  she  was 
very  patient  with  me." 
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The  Opportunity 


Every  gift  to  the  Southern  Miss  Annual 
Fund  directly  impacts  our  most  valued 
asset— our  students.  Your  gift  enables 
Southern  Miss  to  continue  to  provide 
opportunities  and  hope  for  today  and 
tomorrow's  students  by: 

-  Providing  scholarships 

-  Acquiring  educational  materials 

-  Supporting  technological  needs 

-  Developing  distinguished  faculty 

The  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi 

Annual  Fund 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

FOUNDATION 

1  1  8  college  drive  #10014  •  hattiesburg,  ms  39406 

601.266.6680*  foundation@usm.edu 

www.usm.edu/foundation 

The  Impact 

Every  indiviaual  gift  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Annual  Fund  is  combined  with 
thousands  of  other  gifts  from  alumni. 
family  and  friends  to  provide  the 
resources  on  which  the  University's 
future  depends. 


Take  pride  in  Southern  Miss  by  giving  to  the  annual  fund 
There  are  16,000  opportunities  to  make  an  impact.  Choose  one  today. 
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Alumnus  Wiest  Appointed 

Director  of  Top  Collegiate  Jazz  Band 


What's  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
top  university  jazz  band  in  the  country 
and  one  of  the  best  in  the  world  is  now 
under  the  leadership  of  a  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  alumnus. 

Steve  Wiest,  a  Hattiesburg  native  who 
graduated  with  a  degree  in  jazz  studies 
from  Southern  Miss  in  1980,  was  recently 
appointed  permanent  director  of  the  One 
O'Clock  Lab  Band  at  the  University  of 
North  Texas,  after  having  served  as  its 
interim  director.  He  was  chosen  for  the 
position  following  a  national  search. 

The  UNT  One  O'Clock  Lab  Band  is  a 
Grammy-nominated  19-piece  ensemble 
that  has  toured  around 
the  world  and  is  a  key 
component  of  UNT's 
renowned  jazz  program. 

"I'm  very  honored 
and  thrilled  to  be  named 
the  new  director  of  the 
UNT  One  O'Clock  Lab 
Band.  1  have  known  of 
the  group  ever  since 
USM's  own  Raoul 
Jerome  gave  me  their 
Grammy-nominated 
Lab  75  record  to  listen 
to  back  in  the  1970s," 
Wiest  said. 

A  graduate  of 
Hattiesburg  High  School,  Wiest  performed 
in  the  Southern  Miss  Jazz  Lab  Band  as  a 
student  under  Jerome,  a  retired  Southern 
Miss  jazz  professor  who  founded  the 
University's  jazz  studies  program. 

Wiest  credits  Jerome's  mentorship 
and  his  education  at  Southern  Miss  for 
his  career  success.  "I  owe  Raoul  and  USM 
everything,  and  I  am  forever  grateful  for 
my  Hattiesburg  roots." 

At  Southern  Miss,  Wiest  also  per- 
formed with  the  University's  Symphony 
Orchestra,  the  Wind  Ensemble,  The  Pride 
of  Mississippi  Marching  Band,  as  well  as 
with  various  jazz  groups.  He  also  worked 
with  backup  bands  in  Jackson  and  on  the 
Gulf  Coast  for  the  likes  of  Bob  Hope,  Rich 
Little  and  Nelson  Riddle,  among  others. 

"I'm  so  proud  of  Steve  and  honored 
that  he  continues  to  credit  his  education 


Steve  Wiest 


and  experiences  at  Southern  Miss  for  his 
success,"  Jerome  said. 

He  was  nominated  last  year  for 
a  Grammy  in  the  category  of  Best 
Instrumental  Arrangement  for  his  work  on 
the  final  album  of  the  late  jazz  trumpeter 
Maynard  Ferguson,  a  piece  titled  "Besame 
Mucho"  on  Ferguson's  "The  One  and  Only." 

Wiest  joined  the  Ferguson  group  in 
1981  and  left  in  1986  to  begin  gradu- 
ate studies  at  North  Texas,  where  he 
conducted  one  of  the  lab  bands  and  also 
wrote  arrangements  for  and  soloed  with 
the  One  O'Clock  Lab  Band.  After  earning 
his  master  of  music  degree,  he  spent  two 
years  as  director  of  jazz 
studies  at  the  University 
of  Texas  at  Arlington  and 
later  became  the  director 
of  jazz  studies  and  trom- 
bone at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater. 
Wiest  has  also  per- 
formed with  the  Doc 
Severinson  Big  Band 
and  worked  nationally 
and  internationally  as 
a  clinician. 

Larry  Panella, 
associate  professor  of 
music  and  director  of 
azz  studies  at  Southern 
Miss,  said  many  Southern  Miss  students 
like  Wiest  who  continued  their  music 
studies  at  UNT  have  gone  on  to  per- 
form in  notable  bands,  including  Tom 
"Bones"  Malone  {Saturday  Night  Live, 
Blues  Brothers,  David  Letterman),  Tom 
Brantley  (Rhythm  and  Brass)  and  Tom 
Luer  (Queen  Latifah,  Mike  Barone  Big 
Band),  among  others. 

Panella  said  having  both  a  Hattiesburg 
native  and  Southern  Miss  alumnus  cho- 
sen as  the  new  leader  of  the  One  O'Clock 
Lab  Band  makes  the  appointment  all  the 
more  exciting. 

"He  brings  a  wealth  of  artistry  from 
his  years  as  a  top-notch  performer  and 
composer,  and  it's  hard  to  imagine  anyone 
better  suited  for  the  post,"  Panella  said. 
"He  knows  the  traditions  of  the  program, 
and  yet  brings  new  ideas  with  him." 


Did  you  know  that  the  School  of  Music 
is  the  only  doctoral  degree-granting 
School  of  Music  in  Mississippi,  and 
is  one  of  only  28  comprehensive 
doctoral-degree-granting  Schools 
of  Music  in  the  500-plus  National 
Association  of  Schools  of  Music- 
accredited  music  schools? 

For  more  on  the  School  of  Music, 
visit  usm.edu/music. 
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Student  Violinist  Selected  for  World  Orchestra 


School  of  Music  student  violinist 
Andrea  Gonzalez,  a  native  of  Paraguay, 
has  been  accepted  to  play  in  the  World 
Orchestra  of  Jeunesses  Musicales  in  Spain. 
She  was  one  of  six  chosen  out  of  a  pool  of 
25  international  student  violinists. 

Her  participation  in  the  World 
Orchestra  will  give  her  two  years  of  sum- 
mer activity  in  Spain  and  two  European 
performance  tours  following  each  summer, 
with  all  expenses  paid. 

The  2009  session  features  a  double 
program,  including  symphony  music  by 
Shostakovich  and  a  contemporary  opera 
production  of  Polunec's  Les  Mamelles  de 
Tiresias,  with  soloist  Maria  Bayo. 

Gonzalez  will  also  tour  with  the 
orchestra  in  December  2009  and 


January  2010  with  conductors  Philippe 
Herrewewghe  and  Josep  Vicent. 

"1  will  meet  a  lot  of  important  people 
that  1  will  be  playing  with,  which  makes 
this  experience  very  exciting,"  Gonzalez 
said.  "I  also  expect  to  get  better  at  what  I 
do,  because  1  know  that  an  opportunity 
like  this  is  a  once  in  a  lifetime  thing." 

The  violinist  came  to  Southern  Miss 
in  2008  and  studies  with  Dr.  Stephen 
Redfield.   She  also  plays  in  the  University's 
Symphony  Orchestra.  Redtield  said  her 
upcoming  experience  cannot  be  overstated 
in  its  importance  to  her  chosen  career. 

"Through  her  participation,  Andrea  will 
be  exposed  to  and  collaborate  with  the  most 
talented  young  players  in  the  world,"  Redtield 
said.  "Not  only  will  she  share  her  talent  and 


Did  you  know  that  the  Department 
of  Theatre  and  Dance  has  the  only 
accredited  dance  education  program 
in  the  state  and  the  region?  The 
Dance  Program  is  accredited  with 
the  National  Association  of  Schools 
of  Dance. 


For  more  on  the 
Department  of 
Theatre  and 
Dance,  visit 
usm.edu/theatre. 


Left:  Southern  Arena  Theatre  celebrated  an- 
other year  of  upbeat  summer  entertainment  for  the 
Hattiesburg  area  with  its  33rd  season  of  repertory 
theater,  appropriately  themed  "A  Lovely  Summer 
Evening."  The  SAT  season,  which  concluded  July 
26,  consisted  of  two  shows,  John  Cariani's  'Almost, 
Maine"  and  Oscar  Wilde's  "The  Importance  of 
Being  Earnest."  At  left,  Chris  Marroy  and  Twoey 
Truong  appear  in  "The  Importance  of  Being  Earnest. 


her  dedication  to  music  with  this  extended 
group,  but  her  experience  will  enrich  the  en- 
tire Southern  Miss  community — particularly 
the  School  of  Music,  the  orchestra  and  the 
violin  studio — upon  her  return." 

For  Gonzalez,  performing  in  Europe 
m  famous  concert  halls  with  a  renowned 
orchestra  makes  her  "incredibly  happy." 

The  Southern  Miss  musician  began  her 
violin  studies  at  the  National  Conservatory 
of  Music  at  age  7.  By  age  10,  she  was  play- 
ing in  the  Symphony  Orchestra  Infantinl 
Iberoameriacana  m  Panama 

She  also  recently  received  an  award  in 
the  Young  Artist  Competition,  sponsored 
by  the  Mississippi  Symphony  Orchestra. 
performing  Mozart's  Sinfonia  Concertante 
for  violin  and  viola. 


Summer  2009 
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Eagle  Club  Members 
Make  a  Difference 

Today  more  than  ever  before,  Southern 
Miss  is  poised  to  become  a  national  power 
m  intercollegiate  athletics.  The  baseball 
team's  appearance  in  the  College  World 
Series  and  last  year's  win  in  the  New 
Orleans  Bowl  completed  a  five-game  win- 
ning streak  for  the  football  program  under 
first-year  head  coach  Larry  Fedora.  This 
combined  with  a  football  recruiting  class 
that  had  18  three-star  athletes  or  better 
bodes  well  for  the  2009  team  that  has 
games  versus  BCS  conference  teams  Kansas 
and  Louisville  on  the  road  and  a  home 
matchup  with  the  University  of  Virginia. 
In  addition,  success  has  carried  beyond  the 
playing  field  to  the  classroom,  where  our 
student-athletes  continue  to  graduate  at  a 
higher  rate  than  the  student  body. 

To  ensure  we  continue  to  excel,  and  that 
we  continue  our  climb  to  the  top,  we  must 
meet  the  challenge.  Over  the  next  five  years 
we  must  position  our  self  for  accelerated 
growth.  Presently  it  requires  in  excess  of  $3.2 
million  annually  to  fund  our  scholarships. 
Through  the  generous  support  of  our  donors, 
and  through  our  endowment  program,  we 
were  able  to  fund  $2.1  million  of  the  overall 
costs  in  2008.  Our  goal  is  to  fully  fund  these 
scholarship  costs  over  the  next  five  years. 

Despite  what  many  would  say  is  a 
very  tough  economy,  our  fans  continue 
to  step  up  for  the  2009  season.  This  is 
evidenced  by  an  initial  trend  of  8  percent 
growth  of  the  Eagle  Club  base  this  year. 
You  can  make  a  difference  by  joining  the 
Eagle  Club  today. 


Continued  Growth  of  Southern 

Miss  Athletics  is  Dependent  Upon  Alumni 

The  challenge  of  the  current  recession  affects  every  facet  of  our  lives,  the  lives  of  our 
friends  and  neighbors,  and  our  university.  Though  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
and  the  athletic  department  are  prepared  to  weather  the  current  storm,  we  must  continue 
to  build  for  the  future.  The  past  nine  years  has  seen  amazing  growth  of  facilities  that  has 
enhanced  every  aspect  of  our  athletic  program.  Now  it  is  time  to  get  everyone  involved 
to  build  our  annual  scholarship  program  and  endowments  to  protect  our  programs  for 
the  long  term.  The  one  area  of  revenue  alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  can  impact  is 
through  contributions  to  the  Eagle  Club  and  through  the  purchase  of  season  tickets. 

With  more  than  300  students  receiving  some  type  of  financial  aid,  our  goal  is  to  con- 
tinue to  fund  100  percent  of  the  allowable  scholarships.  To  do  this,  we  need  to  expand 
the  base  of  support.  If  just  one  third  of  the  alumni  reading  this  edition  of  Tfie  Talon  donates 
$125  to  the  Eagle  Club  and  purchases  two  of  our  base  season  tickets,  a  commitment  of 
just  $315,  we  would  raise  $2  million  of  much-needed  revenue. 

Your  support  of  the  athletic  program  at  this  time  could  not  be  more  relevant  or  impor- 
tant as  we  are  on  the  verge  of  major  breakthroughs  in  bringing  our  university  national 
media  attention. 


Ingram  Family  Creates  Baseball  Endowment 

Former  Alumni  Association  President  Robert  Ingram  and  his  family  have  created  the 
Ingram  Family  Baseball  Endowment. 

"Barbara  and  I,  our  sons  Robbie  and  Michael,  and  their  families  are  excited  about  creating 
the  Ingram  Family  Baseball  Endowment,"  Robert  Ingram  said.  "We  want  to  be  more  than  fans; 
we  want  to  be  supporters  who  make  a  long-term  commitment  to  the  success  of  the  University 
in  both  academics  and  in  sports.  Before  making  the  decision  to  set  up  the  endowment  we 
asked  for  the  permission  and  support  of  our  children  and  they  not  only  endorsed  the  idea,  they 
pledged  their  long-term  support  to  make  the  endowment  into  a  meaningful  one. 

"Both  my  sons  have  their  names  on  seats  in  Pete  Taylor  Park.  Now  they  will  be  a 
part  of  something  much  more  important  than  bricks  and  mortar,  their  support  will  help 
change  lives.  It  simply  doesn't  get  any  better  than  that." 

For  additional  information  on  creating  endowments,  or  for  other  types  of  planned 
giving,  please  contact  Dick  Vogel  at  601.266.5299 
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HEY  GOLDEN 
EAGLE  FANS! 

ere's  no  better  time  to 
oin  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association. 


ith  less  than  one  year  to  go  in  the  Alumni 
Association's  20,000  in  2010  Membership 
Campaign,  we're  almost  there  but  we  still  need  your 
help!  Give  the  gift  of  a  $20.10  Centennial  membership  in  the 
Association  to  a  family  member  or  friend. 

Thanks  to  your  membership  and  support,  we've  made 
significant  strides  toward  the  success  of  this 
unprecedented  campaign,  reaching  a  record  level  of 
paid  membership  in  the  Association  at  18,612  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  2009  Fiscal  Year. 

In  addition,  if  you  purchase  a  gift  membership  at 
a  home  football  game  this  season,  you'll  also 
receive  a  limited-edition  Seymour  bobblehead. 
The  7-inch  clay  bobblehead  features  Seymour  in 
his  black  No.  1  Southern  Miss  jersey. 

For  more  information  on  membership,  contact  the  Alumni 
Association  at  601.266.5013  or  alumni@usm.edu,  or 
visit  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


20.000  in  im 
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Athletics  Loses  Pair  of  All-Time  Greats 


Southern  Miss  athletics  lost  a  pair  of 
its  all-time  greats  in  recent  months  with 
the  deaths  of  Robert  "Bob"  Stevens  and 
Pat  Ferlise. 

Stevens,  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  and  retired  high  school 
coach  whose  career  spanned  almost  30 
years,  died  July  3  in  Ridgeland.  He  was  82. 

Stevens  played  two  seasons  for  the 
Mississippi  Southern  College  1947  and 
1948  football  teams  as  both  a  guard  and 
tackle.  Both  teams  posted  7-3  records, 
and  the  1948  team  won  the  Gulf  States 
Conference  with  a  4-0  record. 

After  his  graduation  in  1948, 
Stevens'  coaching  career  began  as  head 
football  coach  at  Pass  Christian  High 
School  in  1949  and  head  football  coach 
at  Meadeville  High  School  from  1950  to 
1955.  In  1955,  he  joined  Central  High 
School  in  Jackson  as  their  head  bas- 
ketball coach,  a  position  he  kept  until 
1960  when  he  took  over  as  head  football 
coach  from  1960  to  1971.  He  finished 
his  coaching  career  at  Murrah  High 
School  in  Jackson  in  1976.  There  he 
served  as  head  football  coach  and  head 
golf  coach. 

Ferlise,  who  died  in  April  at  the  age  of 
80,  was  part  of  one  of  the  best  teams  in 
the  institution's  history,  a  1952  squad  that 
went  10-2,  losing  only  to  Alabama  and  to 


the  College  of  the  Pacific  in  the  Sun  Bowl. 
The  two-time  letterwinner — he  was  also 
part  of  the  1951  team — is  perhaps  best 
known  for  his  great  contributions  to  the 
University  decades  later. 

In  1994,  he  donated  $100,000  to  the 
Eagle  Club  to  fully  fund  a  football  scholar- 
ship annually  for  a  defensive  lineman.  The 
gift  was  the  largest  ever,  fully  funded  con- 
tribution to  the  Eagle  Club  for  an  athletic 
scholarship  and  the  first  established  by  a 
Southern  Miss  letterman. 

Ferlise  and  his  family  then  gave  a 
gift  of  $250,000  in  1995  to  build  a  new 
athletic  ticket  complex,  which  now  bears 
his  name,  the  Pat  Ferlise  Center.  The  new 
facility  houses  the  Eagle  Club  fund  raising 
arm  of  the  athletic  department,  along  with 


the  complete  athletic  ticket  operation. 
Ferlise  was  a  founding  member  to 
the  Southern  Miss  Circle  of  Champions 
program,  a  member  of  the  first  board  of 
directors  of  the  Athletic  Foundation  which 
was  established  in  2001,  and  was  later 
voted  a  lifetime  board  member. 


Above:  Bob  Stevens  was  a  guard  and  tackle  on 
the  1947  and  1948  Mississippi  Southern  College 
football  teams,  both  of  which  -posted  7-3  records. 

Left:  Along  with  his  family,  Pat  Ferlise,  a  former 
Mississippi  Southern  College  standout,  contributed 
$250,000  for  the  building  of  a  new  ticket  center 
that  now  bears  his  name. 
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McRath,  Nelson  Selected 
in  NFL  Draft's  Fourth  Round 

Former  Golden  Eagles  Shawn  Nelson  and  Gerald  McRath  were  selected  in  the  fourth  round 
of  the  NFL  Draft  in  April.  Nelson,  a  tight  end,  was  selected  by  the  Buffalo  Bills;  while  McRath,  a 
linebacker,  was  chosen  by  the  Tennessee  Titans.  Both  men  began  training  camps  with  their  new 
clubs  in  July,  and  will  fight  for  roster  spots  for  the  upcoming  NFL  season  this  fall. 

Nelson  ended  his  four-year  career  ranked  second  on  the  Golden  Eagles'  all-time 
reception  list  with  157,  and  was  third  in  receiving  yards  with  2,054  yards  and  fourth  in 
touchdown  catches  with  16. 

McRath  is  a  former  Conference  USA  Defensive  Player  of  the 
Year  who  tallied  386  career  tackles  to  go  along  with  32.5 
tackles  for  loss,  eight  sacks,  seven  passes  broken  up,  six  forced 
fumbles,  three  fumble  recoveries  and  one  interception. 

Golden  Eagle 

Football  Kicks  Off  Sept.  5 

Six  Saturday  home  games,  including  games  versus  in-state 
foe  Alcorn  State  and  Atlantic  Coast  Conference  power  Virginia, 
highlight  the  2009  Southern  Miss  football  schedule.  The  Golden 
Eagles,  who  won  their  final  five  games  of  2008,  including  an  R+L  Carriers 
New  Orleans  Bowl  victory  over  Troy,  also  open  the  season  with  three  consecutive  home  games. 

When  the  Golden  Eagles  kickoff  the  2009  season,  all  eyes  will  be  on  the  health  of 
wide  receiver  DeAndre  Brown.  Brown,  a  preseason  third-team  All-Amencan  by  Phil 
Steele's  College  Football  Publications,  returns  for  his  sophomore  season  following  a 
broken  leg  in  the  bowl  game.  Brown  caught  a  school-record  67  passes  as  a  true  fresh- 
man for  1,117  yards  and  12  touchdowns. 

Brown  was  one  of  three  first-team  All- Conference  USA  picks  by  Phil  Steele's.  Along 
with  Brown  on  the  first  team  were  senior  running  back  and  the  school's  all-time  lead- 
ing rusher  Damion  Fletcher  and  senior  offensive  lineman  Ryan  Hebert.  In  all,  11  Golden 
Eagles  were  named  to  all-conference  teams  by  the  publication. 

Tickets  for  the  2009  season  are  available  by  calling  1.800.844.TICK  (8425)  as  well  as 
online  at  SouthernMiss.com,  or  by  visiting  the  Pat  Ferlise  Athletic  Ticket  Office  from  8 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday. 


Sept.  5 

Alcorn  State 

6  p.m. 

Sept.  12 

UCF* 

6  p.m. 

Sept.  19 

Virginia 

2:30  p.m. 

Sept.  26 

at  Kansas 

11  a.m. 

Oct.  3 

at  UAB* 

7  p.m. 

Oct.  10 

at  Louisville 

TBA 

Oct.  17 

Memphis* 

6  p.m. 

Oct.  24 

Tulane*  (Homecoming) 

6  p.m. 

Oct.  31 

at  Houston* 

Noon 

Nov.  14 

at  Marshall* 

3:30  p.m 

Nov.  21 

Tulsa* 

6  p.m. 

Nov.  28 

*  indicates  C-USA 

at  East  Carolina* 

game 

Noon 

2009 

GOtDEN  EAGtE 

SCHEDULE 


By  th 


By  rne 

NUMBERS 


Number  of  Golden  Eagle    - 
football,  players,  Ryan 
Hebert,  DeAnaVe-Bfown  and 
IDamion  Fletcher,  named  to 
the  preseason  All-Conference 
USA  First  Team  by  Phil  Steele's 
College  Football  Publications. 


7  Final  2009  ranking  of  the*. 
-basebaN  team  in  the  National 

College  Baseball  Writers, 
Collegiate'Baseball  Magazine 
'and  The  USA  Today/ESPN 
( Coaches  polls.  °- '.' 


The"  number  of  RBI  s  by  former  ;s 
-Golden  Eagle.  Jarrett  Hoffpauir 
>'in.  2004,  a  school  record.      , 


113 


Number  of  Southern: A4iss  -■ 
_   athletes  who  maintained 
at  least  3.0  grade^point 
averages~for  the  academic 
year  2008-2009,  qualifying 
them  for  Conference  USA's 
Gommissic^ner's  Honor  Roll. 


Number  of  those  athletes  who 

earned  a  grade  point  average 

of  3.75  orJaetter. 


Summer  2009 


CO 


news) 


Alvarado  Named 
Freshman  of  the  Year 

Men's  tennis  player  Patricio  Alvarado  has 
been  named  the  C-USA  Freshman  of  the  Year. 

At  the  time  of  the  announcement  in 
May,  Alvarado  was  ranked  #118  nation- 
ally in  the  latest  Intercollegiate  Tennis 
Association  rankings,  finishing  the  season 
15-4  in  dual  match  play  at  the  No.  1  posi- 
tion. He  also  tallied  a  perfect  4-0  record 
against  C-USA  opponents. 

Alvarado,  a  business  major  from 
Manta,  Ecuador,  graduated  high  school 
from  the  Republica  de  Argentina  before 
coming  to  Southern  Miss.  As  a  junior 
player  he  was  ranked  fifth  in  Ecuador. 

Soccer  Signee 
Selected  as  Gatorade 
rer  of  the  Year 


Playc 


Soccer  Signee  Tricia  Tillman  has  been 
selected  as  the  Mississippi  Gatorade  Girls 
Soccer  Player  of  the  Year.  She  had  24  goals  and 
12  assists  at  Madison  Central  High  School 
during  her  senior  campaign,  helping  lead 
the  Jaguars  to  the  Mississippi  5A  state  title. 

Tillman  signed  with  Southern  Miss 
in  February  and  will  be  on  the  pitch  for 
Southern  Miss  this  fall.  The  Lady  Eagles 
opened  the  season  on  Aug.  22  against 
South  Alabama.  Other  home  contests 
include:  Southeastern  Louisiana  (Aug.  30), 
Ole  Miss  (Sept.  6),  Alcorn  State  (Sept.  18), 
Mississippi  Valley  State  (Sept.  20),  Memphis 
(Sept.  25),  UAB  (Sept.  27),  Colorado  College 
(Oct.  9)  and  UTEP  (Oct.  11.) 


'e:  Men's  tennis  player  Patricio  Alvarado,  who  went  15-4  for  the  Golden  Eagles  this  year,  has  been 
named  the  C-USA  Freshman  of  the  Year. 


Hoffpauir  Joins  MLB's  Cardinals 


Former  Southern  Miss  All-American 
infielder  Jarrett  Hoffpauir  was  called  to 
the  major  leagues  in  July  as  the  St.  Louis 
Cardinals  promoted  him  from  their  AAA 
affiliate  in  Memphis. 

In  his  first  at-bat,  he  had  a  two-RBI, 
game-winning  single  in  the  ninth  inning  of 
a  Cardinals'  victory  over  Cincinnati. 

Hoffpauir  becomes  the  15th  former 
Golden  Eagle  to  play  in  the  major  leagues. 
Less  than  a  week  later,  he  earned  his  first 
start  at  second  base  in  another  St.  Louis  win. 


Hoffpauir  had  spent  all  of  2009 
playing  for  the  Cardinals  AAA  affiliate  in 
Memphis  where  he  was  hitting  .276  in  62 
games  with  31  runs  scored  including  eight 
doubles,  one  triple  and  10  home  runs  with 
only  16  strikeouts  in  214  at  bats. 

He  played  at  Southern  Miss  from  2002 
to  2004  and  earned  All-American  honors 
in  2004  by  USA  Today,  the  National 
Collegiate  Baseball  Writers  of  America, 
Baseball  America  and  Collegiate  Baseball 
Magazine.  In  2002,  he  was  tabbed  a 


Freshman  All-American  by 
Collegiate  Baseball. 

In  2004,  Hoffpauir 
was  taken  in  the  sixth 
round  by  the  Cardinals  after  leading  the 
Golden  Eagles  with  a  .405  average, 
the  last  Southern  Miss  player  to  hit  over 
.400  in  a  season  to  go  along  with  27 
doubles,  two  triples  and  11  home  runs. 

He  recorded  109  hits  and  92  RBI  in 
2004,  both  of  which  still  stand  as  single- 
season  records  at  Southern  Miss. 
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September 

2009 

LADY  EAGLE 

SCHEDULE 

■»jj]k 

4          vs.  Sam  Houston  State 

7  p.m. 

vs.  Jacksonville 

7  p.m. 

5            vs.  Louisiana  Tech 

2  p.m. 

October 

2                  vs.  Memphis  * 

7  p.m. 

4                    vs.  UAB  * 

1  p.m. 

16                  vs.  Houston  * 

7  p.m. 

■***          ^^^ 

18                     vs.  Rice  * 

1  p.m. 

22                 vs.  Marshall  * 

7  p.m. 

■k^                     ^ 

25              vs.  East  Carolina  * 

Noon 

November 

^H 

6                     vs.  SMU  * 

7  p.m. 

8                     vs.  Tulsa  * 

1  p.m. 

.       *>     A 

13                     vs.  UCF* 

7  p.m. 

*  indicates  Conference  USA  Match.  Only  homes  games 

listed. 

Tor    B-- 


Pair  Competes  at 
Track  Championships 

Track  and  field  athletes  Tori  Bowie  and 
Kyle  Smith  earned  the  right  to  compete  in 
the  NCAA  Outdoor  Championships,  held 
in  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  in  May. 

Smith  just  missed  qualifying  for  the 
finals  after  recording  a  mark  of  66.63 
meters  (217  feet,  9  inches)  in  the  javelin, 
finishing  seventh  in  his  heat.  The  top  six 
from  each  heat  advanced  to  the  finals. 

Bowie  recorded  a  mark  of  5.53  meters 
(18-1.75)  in  the  long  jump  during  the 
qualifying  round. 


ne 
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By  jim^pll  ^99/06^ 
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The  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  celebrated 
its  first  Super  Regional  win  and  College 
World  Series  appearance  in  2009. 


t  was  a  scenario  better  suited  for  Hollywood  than  Hattiesburg — an  underdog 
team,  a  retiring  coach,  and  an  injured  star  player  replaced  by  a  freshman.  If  it 
were  a  big  budget  movie,  the  script  would  have  been  criticized  as  cliche.  First, 
the  team  suffers  the  types  of  losses  at  home  it  has  not  in  years;  its  struggles  at 
Pete  Taylor  Park  seem  to  doom  the  team  to  miss  the  NCAA  Tournament  for 
the  first  time  in  seven  years.  Second,  the  team's  starting  shortstop,  Brian  Dozier,  who 
is  the  team's  best  defensive  player  and  arguably  its  best  hitter,  is  hurt;  it  appears  for 
the  season.  Third,  the  team's  beloved  coach  for  the  past  12  years  announces  he  plans 
to  retire  at  the  end  of  the  season,  which  it  appeared  at  the  time  would  come  earlier 
on  the  calendar  than  most  years.  Fourth,  the  team  rallies,  defeating  nemesis  Tulane 
twice  and  top-seeded  East  Carolina  to  earn  a  berth  in  the  Conference  USA  Tournament 
Championship  game,  where  a  victory  would  have  ensured  a  seventh-straight  NCAA 
Regional  appearance.  The  team  falls  just  short  and  its  NCAA  hopes  appeared  to  be 
dashed.  Surprisingly,  however,  the  team  is  included  as  one  of  the  final  at-large  teams  in 
the  tournament.  It  heads  to  Atlanta  where  it  rallies  in  the  bottom  of  the  ninth  to  win  its 
first  game,  then  wins  two-of-three  from  host  and  heavily  favored  Georgia  Tech.  Leading 
the  way  is  freshman  B.A.  Vollmuth,  who  has  replaced  Dozier  at  shortstop.  Vollmuth 
hits  three  home  runs  in  the  regional,  including  two  in  one  win  over  Georgia  Tech,  and 
is  named  the  outstanding  player  of  the  regional.  The  team  earns  its  first  Super  Regional 
berth  in  school  history  and  heads  to  Gainesville,  Fla.,  to  face  nationally  seeded  Florida. 
It  wins  in  two  narrow  contests,  the  second  after  falling  behind  6-1.  Vollmuth  hits 
another  home  run  in  game  one,  as  do  seniors  Bo  Davis  and  James  Ewing  in  game  two, 
but  the  story  is  on  the  mound  as  Jonathan  Johnston  and  Scott  Copeland  turn  in  stun- 
ning relief  pitching  appearances.  The  team  advances  to  the  College  World  Series,  where 
it  finishes  its  remarkable  run.  After  one  last  game,  the  coach  walks  off  the  held,  arm 
around  his  wife,  into  retirement.  Cliche,  certainly — but  only  if  the  story  was  fictional. 
This  story  was  real;  this  is  the  story  of  the  2009  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team 
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The  play  of  senior  leaders  like  Jc -   - 
second  base  helped  the  Golder  Eac 
Co  e  -  Se  ies 
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The  Southern  Miss  flag  flew  high 
in  Omaha  at  the  College  World  Series. 


Act  1:  The  Promise 
of  a  New  Year 

Scene  1:  A  Fast  Start 

is  Hampered  by  Injuries 

Expectations  were  high  for  the  2009 
Golden  Eagle  baseball  team — the  lineup 
featured  a  trio  of  seniors  who  occupied  the 
middle  of  the  diamond,  second  baseman 
James  Ewing,  shortstop  Brian  Dozier  and 
centerfielder  Bo  Davis;  the  pitching  staff 
boasted  of  an  impressive  blend  of  returnees 
and  newcomers;  and  perhaps  the  most 
challenging  home  schedule  in  school  history 
promised  fan  attendance  records  and  unprec- 
edented support. 

Early  on,  the  team  did  not  disappoint, 
winning  seven  straight,  and  scoring  10  or 
more  runs  each  time,  against  perennial 
NCAA  Tournament  teams  like  New  Orleans, 
South  Alabama,  and  Louisiana-Lafayette. 


What  looked  so  promising,  quickly  turned 
for  the  worst,  however,  as  a  knee  injury  to 
Davis,  the  hottest  Eagle  hitter  at  the  time,  was 
the  first  in  a  series  of  misfortune  striking  key 
players.  With  Davis  on  the  mend  after  minor 
surgery,  Cal.  St.  Fullerton,  which  would  later 
join  the  Eagles  in  the  College  World  Series, 
came  to  Hattiesburg  and  swept  Southern 
Miss  in  decisive  fashion.  Two  weeks  later, 
the  Golden  Eagles  dropped  a  midweek  game 
against  visiting  Northern  Colorado,  as  well  as 
2-of-3  to  Rice  without  Ewing,  who  like  Davis, 
was  forced  to  the  dugout  with  a  knee  injury. 

Scene  2:  An  Offensive  Resurgence 

While  times  appeared  tough  at  Pete  Taylor 
Park,  it  was  not  long  before  an  offensive 
resurgence  had  the  Eagle  faithful  buzzing 
again.  With  Ewing,  Davis,  Dozier  in  the 
lineup  together.  Southern  Miss  put  together 
a  streak  that  rivaled  any  in  school  history.  In 
a  three-game  sweep  of  UCF  in  Orlando,  the 
Golden  Eagles  scored  51  runs,  including  45 
in  14  innings  of  a  doubleheader  sweep  on 
Saturday,  March  28.  Ewing  and  Dozier  each 
had  six  hits  and  eight  RBIs  in  the  doublehead- 
er, while  Todd  Mclnnis,  who  would  later  be 
named  Conference  USA  Pitcher  of  the  Year, 
put  together  his  third  straight  solid  start  on 
the  mound.  The  Golden  Eagles  stretched  their 
streak  to  six  games  with  a  second  double- 
header  sweep  in  a  week,  winning  two  at  Troy, 
and  following  that  with  a  victory  against 
Memphis.  At  19-9  and  5-2  in  the  conference, 
Southern  Miss  appeared  to  have  moved  past 
the  early  bumps  in  the  road,  and  a  seventh- 
straight  regional  appeared  within  grasp.  The 
biggest  bumps  were  yet  to  come,  though. 


Adam  Doleac  responded  lo  opportunities  at  the  plate  late  in  the  year  with  several  clutch  pinch  hits. 


Act  2:  Tough  Times 

Scene  1:  "Dozier  to  Miss 
Rest  of  the  Season" 

It  seemed  like  an  innocuous  midweek 
game — the  Golden  Eagles  hosted  in-state 
opponent  Jackson  State  and  gained  a  big 
lead  in  the  early  innings.  Dozier,  who  was 
2-for-3  already,  dove  for  a  ball  in  the  hole 
between  shortstop  and  third  base.  His  right 
shoulder  took  the  brunt  of  his  fall,  and  he 
left  the  game,  becoming  the  third  of  the 
Eagles'  three  senior  leaders  in  the  middle  of 
the  diamond  to  be  injured  during  the  sea- 
son. The  headline  on  the  news  release  from 
the  Athletic  Media  Relations  Department 
confirmed  Eagle  fans'  fears:  "Shortstop 
Brian  Dozier  to  Miss  Remainder  of  Season." 
A  fractured  clavicle  appeared  to  have  ended 
his  Southern  Miss  career. 

Dozier  would  have  enough  time  to 
return,  though,  but  it  took  the  greatest 
postseason  run  in  Southern  Miss  history 
to  make  it  possible. 

Scene  2:  No.  44  Calls  it  Quits 
at  Season's  End 

Golden  Eagle  fans  knew  the  man  who 
had  coached  their  team  to  six  straight 
NCAA  Regional  appearances  would  not 
coach  forever,  but  when  Corky  Palmer 
announced  he  would  retire  at  season's 
end  many  were  surprised  by  the  tim- 
ing. Although  a  seventh-straight  NCAA 
appearance  was  in  jeopardy,  the  team  had 
just  won  a  tight  game  against  a  ranked 
East  Carolina  team,  and  followed  that 
with  a  victory  over  No.  7  Ole  Miss,  just  40 
hours  or  so  prior  to  the  announcement. 

"It's  been  a  privilege  to  coach  here  and 
it's  the  only  job  I've  ever  wanted,"  Palmer 
told  those  who  had  gathered  for  the  an- 
nouncement. "I've  been  blessed  to  be  in 
the  position  I'm  in  .  .  .  I've  been  blessed 
like  no  man  ever  could.  Thank  you." 

Just  a  few  days  later,  Palmer's  top  assistant, 
Scott  Berry,  was  named  as  Palmer's  replace- 
ment, and  Berry  pledged  to  build  on  the 
program's  success  experienced  over  the  years. 

Act  3:  A  Run  for  the  Ages 

Scene  1:  The  Team  that  Could 
Do  No  Wrong 

With  its  back  against  the  wall,  the 
number  of  games  left  for  Palmer,  Dozier 
and  the  shortstop's  fellow  seniors  appeared 
to  be  few.  The  Golden  Eagles  were  hosting 
the  Conference  USA  Tournament,  and 
the  consensus  opinion  was  that  the  team 
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A  home  run  by  Michael  Ewing  helped  put  a  scare  into  the  nation's  top  seed,  Texas,  at  the  Colleg 


needed  to  win  the  tournament  title  to  earn 
a  bid  in  an  NCAA  Regional.  No  doubt,  it 
was  an  unlikely  scenario. 

That's  when  "it"  happened.  What  "it"  was 
is  still  open  for  debate,  but  for  a  number  of 
reasons  the  Golden  Eagles  began  to  play  their 
best  baseball  in  years.  "It"  may  have  been 
Palmers  retirement  announcement.  "It"  prob- 
ably had  something  to  do  with  a  little-used 
freshman,  B.A.  Vollmuth,  who  began  smack- 
ing balls  all  over  and  out  of  the  diamond,  as 
Dozier's  replacement  at  short.  "It"  likely  had 
something  to  do  with  the  resurgence  of  senior 
Michael  Ewing,  who  by  some  accounts  had 
been  mired  in  a  multi-year  slump  at  the  plate. 
"It"  was  most  certainly  a  handful  of  other 
factors — some  surprising,  others  anticipat- 
ed— which  keep  Palmer  coaching  for  a  month 
longer  than  almost  all  expected. 

The  team  that  could  do  no  wrong's  run 
began  against  Tulane  on  May  20,  when 
Southern  Miss  handed  the  Green  Wave  their 
largest  loss  in  C-USA  Tournament  history, 
and  largest  conference  tournament  loss  in 
28  years,  15-2.  Two  days  later,  East  Carolina 
fell,  5-2.  The  next  night,  Tulane  went  down 
again,  3-1.  When  the  Eagles  fell  8-6  to  Rice 
in  the  championship,  however,  their  fate 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  NCAA  Selection 
Committee.  One  week  later,  Southern  Miss 
was  in  Atlanta  for  an  NCAA  Regional, 
hosted  by  Georgia  Tech. 

Scene  2:  Vollmuth  Homers  Again,  and 
Again,  and  Again 

The  run  to  the  College  World  Series 
would  not  have  occurred  were  it  not  for  a 


ninth-inning  rally  in  the  Eagles'  first  NCAA 
tournament  game.  Blowing  an  8-0  lead, 
trailing  13-12  in  the  last  frame,  Southern 
Miss  scored  five  times,  then  hung  on  to 
defeat  Elon,  17-15. 

The  next  day,  top-seeded  and  host 
Georgia  Tech  fell  to  the  Eagles,  10-7,  as 
Vollmuth  homered  and  J.R.  Ballinger 
pitched  eight  great  innings.  Southern 
Miss  dropped  the  rematch  with  the  Yellow 
Jackets  the  next  day,  setting  up  a  decisive 
third  game,  with  the  winner  advancing  to 
the  Gainesville  Super  Regional. 

Vollmuth,  who  was  named  the  regionals 
most  valuable  player,  set  the  tone  though, 
homering  twice  in  a  nine-run  second  inning, 
and  the  Eagles  held  on  12-8,  earning  their 
first  Super  Regional  trip. 

Scene  3:  It's  Great  to  be 
a  Golden  Eagle! 

Given  the  state  of  the  team  just  a  few  weeks 
earlier,  the  challenge  of  winning  two  games 
against  national  power  Florida  on  its  home 
diamond  seemed  monumental — but  the  team 
that  could  do  no  wrong  continued  to  do  ev- 
erything right.  Vollmuth  homered  again  early 
in  game  one,  and  Jonathan  Johnston  pitched 
the  game  of  his  life,  shutting  down  the  Florida 
hitters  for  3.2  innings  in  relief  of  Ballinger. 

In  game  two,  Southern  Miss  fell  behind 
(i-l ,  but  clawed  its  way  back.  Even  when 
designated  hitter  Corey  Stevens  was  ejected 
lor  failing  to  slide  during  a  play  at  home 
plate,  his  replacement,  Adam  Doleac,  helped 
key  a  ninth-inning  rally.  Scott  Copeland 
kept  the  Eagles  close  with  three  innings  of 


Eagle  Fans  Flock 
to  Omaha 

Thousands  of  Southern  Miss  fans 
followed  their  team  to  Omaha,  a 
following  that  attracted  the  attention 
of  media  covering  the  event.  Kendall 
Rogers  of  Rivals.com  ranked  the 
Golden  Eagle  fans  No.  1  for 
attendance  inside  the  stadium.  "In 
the  spirit  of  making  their  first  College 
World  Series  appearance,  the  Golden 
Eagles  have  brought  an  army  of  fans 
to  Omaha,"  Rogers  wrote.  "There's 
no  question  the  Eagles  have  had 
the  most  through  the  first  weekend 
here  at  Rosenblatt  Stadium.  Pretty 
impressive  display  considering  the  fact 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  is  exactly  1,000 
miles  away." 


Troy  Johnston  '95,  '97,  Erin  Aultman  Johnston 

'97,  Corey  Dale  '99,  Justin  Harrison  '99,  Kim 

Davis  Pittman  '97  and  Kameron  Dale  '97  pose 

outside  the  entrance  to  Rosenblatt  Stadium. 
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The  No.  4  is  No.  I  at  Southern  Miss 


By  Jim  Coll '99, '06 


No  doubt  that  when  the  2010  baseball  season  r 
begins  next  spring,  Golden  Eagle  fans  will  miss  Corky 
Palmer.  As  the  coach  that  led  Southern  Miss  to  seven 
straight  NCAA  Tournaments  and  its  first  College 
World  Series  appearance,  Palmer  leaves  behind  a 
legacy  of  success  that  is  arguably  unmatched  in  the 
University's  athletics  history  As  No.  44  hung  up  his      ;-"-"j ;' . , 
jersey  for  the  last  time  in  Omaha,  it  got  me  thinking       ,'  O  ,  ( i  , 
about  the  No.  4  and  what  it  has  meant  to  Southern       '*■'      -■<' 
Miss.  After  all  Palmer  shares  his  number  with  Ray 
Guy,  who  had  the  most  famous  NFL  career  of  any 
Golden  Eagle  until  perhaps  the  most  famous  No.  4 
in  sports  history  began  throwing  touchdown  passes 
all  over  Lambeau  Field.  While  those  are  the  most     ! 
obvious  4s,  I  also  considered  that  The  University     : 
of  Southern  Mississippi  is  the  fourth  name  of  the     j  / 

institution  that  was  first  called  Mississippi  Normal 
College  when  it  was  established  almost  a  century      Ray  Guy  wore  No  44  as  a  Go,den 
ago.  I  wanted  to  see  just  how  far  four  went.  Eagle  punter,  place  kicker  and 

Since  we're  talking  baseball,  the  current  No.  4 
is  Nick  Smith,  who  was  last  seen  sliding  home  against  Texas  in  the  College  World  Series. 
Of  course,  there  is  no  current  No.  4  nor  is  there  a  current  No.  44  on  the  football  team  as 
both  numbers  have  been  retired.  Our  newest  major  leaguer  is  Jarrett  Hoffpauir,  who  does 
not  wear  No.  4  with  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals,  but  did  so  for  a  time  in  the  minor  leagues. 
Of  course,  Hoffpauir  plays  second  base  for  St.  Louis,  a  position  designated  as  "A"  by  the 
baseball  statisticians;  he  also  set  the  Southern  Miss  record  for  doubles  in  a  game  with  four 
against  Southeastern  Louisiana  and  was  near  the  top  of  the  charts  in  a  number  of  categories 
when  he  played  his  last  season  as  a  Golden  Eagle,  2004.  A  Golden  Eagle  of  note  who 
wore  No.  4  at  Oak  Grove  High  School  was  Marc  Maddox,  who  traded  it  in  for  No.  17  at 
Southern  Miss,  but  couldn't  escape  the  number  entirely  as  he  set  the  single-season  record 
for  grand  slams  in  a  season  with  four.  Grand  slams  of  course  earn  the  batter  a  trip  around 
the  four  bases  and  four  RBIs.  The  team  record  for  triples  is  four  against  Louisville  in  1994; 
it's  also  the  record  for  double  plays  in  a  game. 

The  power  of  No.  4  reaches  virtually  all  sports  at  Southern  Miss,  and  like  Maddux 
we  like  to  change  a  few  of  them.  Our  women's  basketball  team  has  earned  four  NCAA 
Tournament  wins  in  their  eight  appearances — the  Lady  Eagles'  most  notable  No.  44  was 
Tanya  Bullock,  who  played  more  minutes  than  any  other  women's  basketball  player  in  school 
history,  just  more  than  4,000.  The  Golden  Eagle  football  team  has  won  four  Conference 
USA  Championships;  winning  another  means  we'd  probably  trade  one  four  for  another, 

as  it  would  likely  earn  our  fourth  Liberty 
Bowl  appearance.  The  Lady  Eagle 
softball  team  also  has  four  NCAA 
Tournament  appearances,  but  its  most 
famous  alumna,  Courtney  Blades,  was 
I  T  too  good  to  stop  at  four  no-hitters  in 
"id'  ^999,  so  she  decided  on  a  multiple 
of  four,  8. 

Of  course,  there  are  certainly  more; 

you  may  recall  a  few  famous  "4s."  For 

i  "jL  -    n°w,  though,  I'll  stop  here  and  suggest 

to  you  that  based  on  this  evidence,  the 

'  •"  Nor  4  is" 'truly  No.  1  at  Southern  Miss. 


nearly  perfect  relief  pitching,  and  a  picture- 
perfect  double  play  set  off  the  wildest 
celebration  in  Golden  Eagle  baseball  history. 
Southern  Miss  had  won  7-6,  and  advanced 
to  its  first  College  World  Series. 

Act  4:  The  Curtain  Closes  on  a 
Career 

Scene  1:  No.  44  Walks  Off 
Into  the  Sunset 

A  trip  to  Omaha  is  the  dream  of  every  col- 
lege baseball  player  and  coach,  and  the  2009 
Golden  Eagles  lived  that  dream.  While  the 
visit  seemed  to  end  too  quickly  for  Southern 
Miss,  it  was  not  without  its  magical  moments. 
A  two-run  home  run  by  Michael  Ewing  and  a 
two-out,  ninth-inning  RBI  by  brother  James, 
helped  put  a  scare  into  national  top-seed 
Texas  before  Southern  Miss  fell  7-6,  while  a 
three-run  home  run  from  Vollmuth  capped 
his  outstanding  postseason  in  an  11-4  loss  to 
North  Carolina.  Dozier  made  his  return  to  the 
field  as  well,  pinch  hitting  and  reaching  base 
in  both  contests.  For  Palmer  is  was  a  fitting 
end  to  an  outstanding  coaching  career. 

"I  leave  it  (the  program)  with  an  outstand- 
ing coach,"  Palmer  said.  "He  has  been  my  as- 
sociate head  coach  for  the  last  six  seasons  and 
I've  worked  with  him  for  the  past  15  years. 
Going  to  Omaha,  winning  Regionals  and 
Super  Regionals  this  was  the  most  satisfying 
season,  it  was  a  capper  for  us." 

It  was  a  capper  perhaps  suitable 
for  Hollywood,  but  it  happened  in 
Hattiesburg.  H 


With  the  historic  run  to  Omaha  complete,  Corky 
Palmer  and  wife  Debbie  walked  off  into  the  sunset. 
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Southern  Miss  fans... 

not  only  do  we  have  the  ordinary 


but  the  extraordinary! 
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"I  hope  to  create  a 
student  government 
that  promotes 
transparency 
by  listening  and 
responding  to 
student  issues." 


On 


the  / 


SGA  President  Building 
Relationships  Through  Service 

By  Byron  Smith 


ince  his  arrival  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  three  years  ago,  J.R. 
Robinson's  time  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has  been  dedi- 
cated to  serving  the  University  in  various  capacities.  In  March,  he  began 
s  one-year  term  as  Student  Government  Association  President. 

Robinson's  commitment  to  service  started  with  his  selection  as  a  freshman  as- 
sociates advisor,  a  position  that  introduced  Robinson  to  many  aspects  of  the  SGA  and 
allowed  him  to  assist  in  the  completion  of  several  projects  for  the  student  organiza- 
tion. His  work  on  these  projects  created  a  deeper  love  for  the  University  and  sparked 
numerous  relationships  with  the  staff,  faculty  and  students. 

Also  during  his  sophomore  year,  Robinson  became  heavily  involved  in  the 
University's  First  Year  Experience  program.  The  First  Year  Experience  program  is 
designed  to  make  the  transition  from  high  school  to  college  easier  by  introducing 
freshman  to  various  aspects  of  the  University.  A  major  aspect  of  Robinson's  involve- 
ment with  the  program  was  his  membership  in  Southern  Style.  Southern  Style  is  a 
diverse  group  of  students  leaders  selected  to  serve  as  orientation  leaders  for  fresh- 
men Preview  and  Premiere  events.  They  also  serve  as  the  host  group  for  University 
events,  including  commencement,  Award's  Day  and  Legislative  Weekend. 

By  his  junior  year,  the  Bolton  native  became  a  prominent  figure  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus.  He  was  a  member  of  several  student  organizations  and  was 
elected  Election  Commissioner  of  the  SGA.  As  Election  Commissioner,  Robinson 
was  instrumental  in  working  with  the  University's  Information  Technology  depart- 
ment to  develop  an  electronic  tabulation  system  for  campus  elections.  Although  this 
may  seem  like  an  extraordinary  accomplishment  for  any  student,  Robinson  felt  he 
could  do  more  for  the  University.  He  still  wanted  to  create  more  opportunities  to 
bridge  the  gap  between  students,  the  SGA  and  the  University  administration.  To 
create  these  opportunities,  Robinson  realized  that  he  needed  a  stronger  presence  in 
the  SGA,  a  realization  that  sparked  his  candidacy  for  SGA  president. 

"It's  about  being  a  servant  leader,"  Robinson  said.  "During  my  time  as  president, 
I  hope  to  create  a  student  government  that  promotes  transparency  by  listening  and 
responding  to  student  issues."  Through  this  transparency  Robinson  hopes  to  build 
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"When  it's  all  said  and  done, 
I  want  to  be  known  as  a  faithful 
and  humble  servant  who  qave 
his  best  to  the  University." 


relationships  across  campus.  In  addition,  Robinson  wants  to 
use  his  position  as  a  source  of  inspiration  for  future  students. 
"When  1  came  to  Southern  Miss,  I  didn't  have  numerous  schol- 
arships like  other  students,"  he  said.  "Due  to  hard  work,  I  was 
able  to  earn  bigger  scholarships.  It  just  shows  how  any  student 
can  achieve  success  throughout  hard  work  and  determination." 

Inspired  by  the  spirit  of  change  championed  by  Barack 
Obama,  Robinson  hopes  to  foster  more  creativity  in  the  devel- 
opment of  new  strategies  for  the  upcoming  school  year. 

"I  want  to  shake  things  up  a  bit,"  said  Robinson,  who 
acknowledges  the  risk  involved  with  doing  things  differently.  "1 
realize  that  many  of  my  goals  are  very  different  from  past  presi- 
dents. However,  with  help  from  the  SGA  and  administration, 
I  hope  to  work  with  the  student  body  to  create  legislation  that 
accomplishes  my  goals  of  increasing  the  SGA's  presence  through- 
out the  University  and  effectively  addressing  student  issues." 

Although  Robinson  has  an  extensive  list  of  goals,  one  of 
the  most  important  is  addressing  the  University's  student  re- 
tention rate.  Robinson  hopes  to  make  the  University  101  class 
required  for  all  freshman  and  transfer  students.  The  course, 
Robinson  says,  can  help  to  create  more  awareness  about  the 
academic  services  available  to  students.  More  importantly,  he 
hopes  the  course  will  help  students  create  a  stronger  sense  of 
pride  in  Southern  Miss  by  introducing  them  the  University's 
rich  history  and  traditions.  Ultimately,  Robinson  believes  the 
course  will  make  the  transition  from  high  school  to  college 
easier  for  students. 

In  addition  to  addressing  retention  rates,  Robinson  also 
wants  to  enhance  some  services,  particularly  in  the  area  of 
campus  safety.  Among  other  safety  improvements,  Robinson 
is  calling  for  additional  security  cameras  throughout  campus, 

<_£l&f/-i<e:  Robinson  signs  the  American  College  and  University 
Student  Government  Presidents  Climate  Commitment,  which 
established  a  subcommittee  to  oversee  sustainability  efforts 
within  student  government. 

JL/lt<7///:  New  Student  Government  President  J.  R.  Robinson 
addressed  the  crowd  following  his  inauguration  at  the 
University's  Founders'  Day  activities  on  March  30. 


and  he  hopes  to  work  with  the  Hattiesburg  Police  Department 
and  campus  security  to  create  a  storage  service  for  student 
bikes  during  the  fall,  spring  and  summer  breaks.  Robinson 
also  plans  to  push  for  legislation  to  enhance  the  Sustainability 
Act  that  promotes  the  University's  plan  to  create  a  more  envi- 
ronmentally friendly  campus. 

The  demands  placed  on  a  SGA  president  may  seem 
daunting  to  some,  but  Robinson's  experience  with  the  as- 
sociation has  provided  many  opportunities  to  sharpen  his 
leadership  skills. 

"When  it's  all  said  and  done,  I  want  to  be  known  as  a  faith- 
ful and  humble  servant  who  gave  his  best  to  the  University." 
he  said.  H 
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Ur.  Alyson  nardy  Jones  Diggesr  assisrs  roaay  are  aisrriDurea 
Methodist  Rehabilitation  Center.   Right:  As  a  Lady  Eagle  basketball 
player,  Alyson  Hardy  helped  the  1996  team  to  the  second  round  of 
the  NCAA  Tournament. 


Former  Lady  Eagle  Dishing  Out  Important  Assists  to  Stroke  Victims 


By  Byron  Smith  Grandmothers  are  a  special  part  of  families.  They  often  provide  families  with  their  values 

and  traditions.  They  offer  unique  glimpses  into  family  history  as  a  living  link  between  the  past 
and  present.  Those  who  have  or  had  the  opportunity  to  spend  time  with  their  grandmothers 
can  remember  many  life  lessons  that  are  only  taught  through  a  grandmother's  love. 

Dr.  Alyson  Hardy  Jones  is  an  example  of  how  grandparents  can  have  a  profound  effect  on 
children.  At  an  early  age,  Jones  witnessed  her  grandmother  cope  with  stroke-related  disabili- 
ties. These  disabilities  left  a  memorable  impression  on  Jones  and  sparked  a  dream  to  provide 
future  stroke  survivors  with  the  tools  to  have  productive  lives.  Through  hard  work  and 
perseverance,  Jones  has  achieved  her  dream  of  helping  stroke  victims  as  a  physical  medicine 
and  rehabilitation  physician  with  the  Methodist  Rehabilitation  Center  in  Jackson. 

Jones' journey  to  the  Methodist  Rehabilitation  Center  started  as  an  undergraduate  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  During  her  time  at  Southern  Miss,  Jones  was  an  exception- 
al student-athlete;  her  hard  work  on  the  court  helped  the  Lady  Eagles  advance  to  the  second 
round  of  the  NCAA  Tournament  in  1996.  By  the  time  her  career  ended  in  1999,  she  was  a 
four-year  letterwmner  and  a  three-year  starter  on  the  Lady  Eagle  basketball  team  who  played 
in  107  games,  with  career  averages  of  5.7  points  and  3.6  rebounds  as  well  as  three  double- 
doubles.  In  addition  to  her  accomplishments  on  the  hardwood,  Jones  was  also  a  five-time 
Dean's  List  scholar  and  a  four-time  member  of  the  Conference  USA  Commissioner's  List.  She 
was  twice  named  an  Arthur  Ashe  Jr.  Sports  Scholar,  a  national  award  that  honors  undergradu- 
ate students  who  have  achieved  academically  and  athletically. 

According  to  Jones,  her  time  at  Southern  Miss  provided  many  lessons  that  helped  her  become 
a  better  physician.  Balancing  a  basketball  career  and  academics  proved  to  be  a  tough  challenge, 
but  it  taught  her  invaluable  time  management  skills  that  are  essential  in  Jones'  career  field. 
"Managing  4  a.m.  weight  sessions,  classes,  evening  practices  and  games  was  extremely  tough, 
but  I  got  through  it.  I  really  enjoyed  playing  basketball  at  Southern  Miss."  Playing  basketball  at 
Southern  Miss  also  provided  Jones  with  lessons  in  team-building  and  flexibility  that  have  allowed 
her  to  build  beneficial  relationships  with  other  physicians  and  patients. 

Her  experience  as  an  athlete  has  also  enhanced  Jones'  performance  as  a  physician.  As  a 
physical  medicine  and  rehabilitation  physician,  Jones  is  responsible  for  helping  stroke  victims 
regain  various  physical  aspects  of  their  lives.  Her  work  includes  developing  a  strategy  that 
combines  physical,  speech  and  occupational  therapy  that  help  stroke  victims  overcome  their 
disabilities.  According  to  Jones,  her  time  as  an  athlete  allows  her  to  be  more  empathetic  with 
her  patients  and  helps  her  make  better  assessments  of  their  ph\  sical  abilities. 

When  asked  about  her  time  at  Southern  Miss.  Jones  has  many  fond  memories  of  her  Alma 
Mater.  She  thoroughly  enjoyed  her  years  at  Southern  Miss  and  cannot  forget  the  love  and 
support  that  helped  shape  her  into  the  physician  she  is  today.  Her  advice  to  current  and  future 
student-athletes  is  to  learn  time  management  by  putting  themselves  on  a  schedule,  prioritiz- 
ing their  goals  and  lakmg  advantage  of  stud\  halls.  Finally,  she  suggests  that  students  should 
enjoy  their  time  in  college.  Bu 

Summer  2009        -i" 


Alumnus  Brings 
Hollywood  Screenwriting 
Experience  to  Classroom 


David  Sheffield  studies  a  storyline  with  Leslie  Burge, 
a  graduate  public  relations  student  from  Lumberton. 

"My  goal  was  to  give 
them  an  understand- 
ing of  the  form  of 
writing  for  the  big 
screen  and  television, 
while  also  providing 
an  unblinking  look 
at  the  reality  of  the 
film  business." 


By 

David  Tisdale  '90,  '01 

David  Sheffield  likened  the  spring  mini-session  screenwriting  course  he  taught  to 
running  a  guerilla  war  boot  camp  for  film  students. 

And  in  Sheffield,  a  1972  alumnus  and  renowned  television  and  movie  writer, 
students  had  a  drill  sergeant  training  them  to  succeed  and  survive  in  a  competitive 
business  that  he  has  flourished  in  for  25  years. 

In  the  intensive  10-day,  four-hour  per  day,  class  schedule  that  marks  the 
mini-session  format,  Sheffield  showed  students  the  finer  points  of  writing  a 
script  and  selling  it  to  a  potential  producer,  while  also  sharing  "war  stories" 
from  his  days  writing  for  Saturday  Night  Live  and  producing  hit  movie  scripts  for 
superstars  like  Eddie  Murphy. 

Getting  the  Big  Break 

From  a  young  age  Sheffield  planned  to  write  movies  and  television  shows.  He  got 
his  big  break  when  he  took  a  gig  writing  for  Saturday  Night  Live  in  1980,  the  same 
year  the  show  hired  Murphy. 

The  two  have  remained  close  since  their  SNL  days,  and  are  currently  working 
together  on  a  new  movie.  Their  past  collaborations  include  "Coming  to  America"  and 
the  "Nutty  Professor." 

Last  fall,  Sheffield  was  inducted  in  the  School  of  Mass  Communication  and 
Journalism  Hall  of  Fame,  and  discussed  the  possibility  of  returning  to  teach  classes 
in  screenwriting  with  school  director  Dr.  Chris  Campbell. 

"What  an  amazing  opportunity  for  students  to  hear  from  somebody  with  his  level 
of  experience,"  Campbell  said.  "He  knows  intimately  how  things  work  in  Hollywood, 
and  he's  in  a  position  to  offer  great  advice  to  students  who  aspire  to  work  in  the 
industry.  You  couldn't  ask  for  a  better  role  model." 

"My  goal  was  to  give  them  an  understanding  of  the  form  of  writing'  for  the  big 
screen  and  television,  while  also  providing  an  unblinking  look  at  the  reality  of  the 
film  business,"  he  said. 

Students  were  required  to  pitch  an  original  idea  for  a  television  or  movie,  write 
the  script  and  then  make  their  case  to  a  studio  executive  in  role  play  with  Sheffield. 
Free  form  discussion  about  ideas  and  strategies  among  the  students  also  helped  in 
developing  scripts  and  approaches  for  selling  them. 
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Ultimately,  the  two  jobs  of  the  screenwriter  are  writing  and  defending  what  they've 
written,  Sheffield  said.  "It's  a  competitive  business.  It's  not  for  wallflowers." 

It  is  the  marriage  of  the  products  of  creativity  and  the  market  forces  that  drive  them 
that  form  the  entertainment  industry,  Sheffield  said.  Therefore,  the  profession  is  not  just 
about  writing  a  great  script,  but  developing  a  strategy  to  give  it  market  appeal. 

"1  stress  to  them  that  it's  not  literature.  What  they're  doing  is  making  a  plan  for  a 
movie,"  he  said. 

Sheffield  said  he's  encouraged  his  students  to  follow  their  dreams  while  also  preparing 
them  for  the  realities  of  the  entertainment  industry,  especially  in  Hollywood  where  many 
have  come  to  pursue  the  same  goal. 

"The  person  serving  you  a  cup  of  coffee  in  a  restaurant  there  might  ask  you  what  you 
do  for  a  living,  and  when  you  say  you're  a  screenwriter,  don't  be  surprised  if  the  response 
is  "'Oh  yeah?  So  am  I.'" 

While  not  all  of  his  students  have  starry-eyed  dreams  of  making  it  big  in  Hollywood  like 
their  professor,  Sheffield  believes  the  principles  he's  taught  will  help  others  with  their  work 
in  advertising  and  public  relations.  "These  skills  are  important  in  their  field  as  well,"  he  said. 

Student  Talent  Emerges 

Student  scripts  ran  the  gamut  from  other-worldly  science  fiction  to  thrilling  crime 
dramas,  Sheffield  said.  "The  freshness  and  originality  of  the  ideas  were  astonishing,"  he 
said.  "We  had  some  real  talent  in  the  class." 

Samantha  Hebert,  a  senior  radio  television  and  film  student  from  Pascagoula,  said 
Sheffield  helped  the  class  understand  what  life  was  really  like  as  a  screenwriter.  "It's  been 
eye-opening  to  talk  to  someone  who  knows  how  it  works,  who's  played  the  game,"  she  said. 

Casey  Dillistone,  a  sophomore  television  production  student,  said  getting  feedback 
on  his  work  in  the  class  from  a  person  with  Sheffield's  experience  was  "invaluable"  and 
admitted  to  being  a  little  star  struck. 

"To  learn  from  someone  who  knows  Eddie  Murphy  and  who  worked  with  John 
Belushi,  it's  been  amazing,"  said  Dillistone.  "I've  really  learned  a  lot  in  two  weeks." 

Sheffield  said  he  enjoyed  his  first  outing  as  a  teacher  and  hopes  to  return  next  year  to 
teach  in  Hattiesburg  and  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  where  he  grew  up  and  graduated  from  Biloxi 
High  School. 

"I've  had  a  blast.  After  laboring  in  Hollywood  for  25  years,  it's  refreshing  and  invigorat- 
ing to  be  among  young  people,  with  their  enthusiasm  and  eagerness  to  learn.  They  remind 
me  of  the  audiences  I'm  trying  to  reach."  §8 


David  Sheffield,  right,  is  pictured  with  his  writing 
partner,  Barry  Blaustein,  along  with  actors  Don  Ameche 
and  Ralph  Belamy  on  the  set  of  "Coming  to  America." 


David  Sheffield's  writing  credits  include  the  movies 

"Coming  to  America"  and  "The  Nutty  Professor"  as 

well  as  a  stint  at  Saturday  Night  Live. 


"After  laboring  in  Hollywood  for  25  years, 
it's  refreshing  and  invigorating  to  be  among 
young  people,  with  their  enthusiasm  and 
eagerness  to  learn.  They  remind  me  of  the 
audiences  I'm  trying  to  reach." 


While  David  Sheffield  has  caused  millions  to  erupt 

in  laughter  over  the  years,  catching  this  brown  trout 

in  New  Zealand  brought  a  smile  to  his  face. 
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YOU  ASKED  FOR  IT  -  AND  WE  HEARD  YOU! 

The  OFFICIAL  SOUTHERN  MISS  LICENSE  PLATE  has  been  REDESIGNED! 

The  new  plates,  featuring  the  Golden  Eagle  logo  are  now  available  by  popular  demand. 

Show  your  support  for  the  University  with  the  new  official  collegiate  license  plate.  Southern  Miss  plates  can  be 
purchased  from  your  county  Tax  Collector's  Office.  Proceeds  benefit  UNIVERSITY-WIDE  STUDENT  SCHOLARSHIPS. 


AISP8" 


wvsrw.usm.edu/tag 


@>SWTTT 


soirrwETtw  *nss 


(i\  \ 


snapshots) 


Whether  it  is  a  hot  summer  day  or  a  cool  fall  evening  be  sure  to  wear  your  black  and  gold.  When  you  do,  send  photos*  of  yourself,  your 
family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


Top  Left:  Paralegal  Studies  Program  students  visited 
the  Mississippi  Supreme  Court  in  Jackson  on  Aug. 
4.  Students  talked  with  Justice  Randy  G.  Pierce  of 
Leakesville,  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  and  listened 
to  an  oral  argument.  Seated  are,  from  left,  Shaven 
Abney  of  Heidelberg,  Paralegal  Studies  Director 
Subrina  Cooper  of  Hattiesburg  and  Kimberly 
Pemment  of  Ocean  Springs.  Standing  arejustice 
Pierce,  Jena  Federinko  of  Hattiesburg,  Antionette 
Smith  of  Hattiesburg,  Rebecca  Spencer-Hughes  of 
Carriere,  Sarah  Ray  of  Columbus,  Sonia  Harper  of 
Laurel,  Amanda  Jones  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Tonita 
Gray  of  Tupelo. 

Top  Right:  Joyce  Sanders  '93,  '96,  Patricia  Brewer 
'93  and  Peggie  Bowles  '93  are  pictured  outside  of 
Carnegie  Hall  in  New  York  City. 

Right:  Reilly  Reeves,  left,  daughter  of  Carla  Murphy 
Reeves  '84,  '85  and  David  Reeves  '84,  '85  and 
Allen  Dilley,  son  of  Mickie  and  Lee  Dilley  '87, 
compete  for  the  Mississippi  Makos  at  the  Stamm 
Family  Invitational  swim  meet  in  Vicksburg. 


For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your 
photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 
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Right:  The  Baton  Rouge  Alumni  Chapter  hosted 
a  pregame  event  prior  to  the  Lady  Eagle  Softball 
game  versus  LSU.  Pictured  with  the  Lady  Eagle 
Softball  team  are  Scott  Lanehart,  left,  and  Dustin 
Oubre,  right. 

Below:  Tina  Hoda  '71,  '77  and  son  Jonathan 
Hoda  '02  enjoy  the  sights  of  Disney  World. 
Tina  retired  after  teaching  Special  Education  for 
35  years  and  Jonathan  is  in  his  second  year  of 
Residency  in  Internal  Medicine  in  Charleston,  S.C. 


Right:  Pictured  from  left  are  Matt  Powers  '03, 
Katie  O'Neal  '03,  Summer  Langston  '03  and 
Jonathan  Langston  '04  on  the  Carnival  Valor  in 
Key  West  during  an  eastern  Caribbean  cruise. 

Below:  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends 
gathered  in  New  York  City  for  the  30th  Annual 
Mississippi  Picnic  in  Central  Park.    The  annual 
picnic  took  place  June  13  in  Central  Park's  East 
Meadow  at  the  corner  of  97th  and  5th  Avenue. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on 
the  news  and  accomplishments  of 
your  fellow  Golden  Eagles.  To  submit 
your  news  to  The  Talon,  please  send 
your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive 
#5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001, 
e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it 
online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
Deadline  for  submissions  to  be  included 
in  the  Fall  2009  edition  is  Sept.  8. 
All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless 
otherwise  noted. 


1950s 


>3,  and  his  wife 

Jeanette,  recently  celebrated  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary. 

1960s 

ROBERT  T.  MCLAUGHLIN  '62,  president 
of  Inverness  Financial  Group,  recently 
celebrated  the  firm's  inclusion  in  the 
2009  Guide  to  America's  Top  Financial 


Planners,  published  by  the  Consumer's 
Research  Council  of  America.  The 
Inverness  Financial  Group,  Inc.  is  a 
Birmingham-based  independent  finan- 
cial advisory  firm. 

WILLIAM  SWORTWOOD  '62  is  currently 
the  judge  advocate  for  VFW  Post  3982  in 
Santa  Clara,  Calif.  He  is  also  an  umpire 
for  girls  high  school  Softball. 

DR.  JAMES 
BARBAREE  '63  has 

been  selected  to 
1  receive  one  of  three 

""-  Scharnagel 

Professorships  in 
Biological  Sciences  at  Auburn 
University.  The  professorships  were 
established  in  Auburn's  College  of 
Sciences  and  Mathematics  to  recognize 
outstanding  accomplishments  in 
teaching,  research  and  service  in  the 
biological  sciences,  mathematical 
sciences  and  physical  sciences. 


STAINKEN  '69  has  retired 
and  is  currently  living  in  Woodburn,  Ore. 

1970s 

'1  has  retired  from 
Land  O'  Lakes  Purina  Feeds  after  more 
than  37  years  of  service  with  the  company 
as  a  district  manager. 

GRADY  FLEMING  '77,  '03,  and  his  wife 

^8,  recently  celebrated  then 
careers  in  the  Franklin  County  school 
system.  Barbie  is  currently  in  her  31st 
year  of  teaching,  and  Grady  was  recently 
elected  superintendent  of  education.  Prior 
to  her  current  position,  Barbie  spent  28 
years  working  in  gifted  education. 

ALLEN  BISSELL  '78  has  been  elected  to 
the  board  of  commissioners  for  the  city 
of  Fairview,  Tenn.  He  is  also  a  senior 
manager  for  the  U.S.  Treasury. 

MARY  CASCIO  LANE  '79  has  been  pro- 
moted to  vice-president  of  operations  for 


6!55  Hwy  98W,  See  B 

m  The  Newpoinle  Shopping  Center 

Hattiesburg.  MS  39402 

phone:  601-579-9378 

westsidestudioonline 


Bridal  &  Gift  Registry 

Unique  Gifts  For  All  Ages 
With  Free  Gift  Wrapping 

Fine  Art  Originals  & 
Prints 

Custom  Framing 

Art  Classes  &  Workshops 


srace  her  with 
uour  bresenis 


200  South  27th  Ave. 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39401 
Ph.  601.264.1764 
www.parrisjewelers.com 
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TransUnion  LLC.  She  is  now  responsible 
for  overseeing  TransUnion  s  East  Coast 
consumer  relations  operations. 

9  has  been 
named  "Woman  of  the  Year"  by  the 
Houston,  Texas,  alumnae  chapter  oi  Chi 
Omega.  Mearse  is  a  Life  Member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  and  a  contributor  to 
the  Ogletree  House  Campaign. 


1980s 


0  announces 
the  birth  of  her  grandchildren,  David 
Warrren  Holmes  V,  Alyssa  and  Kendall 
Cook.  Bullock  is  currently  a  registered 
nurse  at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 

»PEN  '80  announces  the 
birth  of  her  grandson,  Ryan  Laursen. 

LENROSE 
KILLEGREW  FEARS 

6  has  com- 
pleted her  educational 
specialist  degree  in 
8ft.*t>..  'Xf^^B     instructional 
technology  at  the  University  of  Georgia. 
She  maintained  a  4.0  grade  point  average 
throughout  the  program  and  was  inducted 
into  the  honor  society  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi 
and  Pi  Lambda  Theta  International  Honor 
Society  in  education. 

SEN.  CINDY  HYDE- 
SMITH  '81  has  been 
elected  secretary 
of  the  Mississippi 
Legislatures  Joint 
Committee  on 
Performance  Evaluation  and  Expenditure 
Review.  The  14-member  committee 
oversees  financial  audits  of  state  agencies, 
devaluating  their  efficiency  and  ensuring 
that  taxpayer  money  is  properly  spent. 

CHARLES  BOLTON 
'82,  left,  has  won  the 
Mississippi 
Historical  Society's 
award  for  best  article 
published  in  the 
Journal  of  Mississippi  History.  His  article, 


Dr.  John  Ellis  Price,  a 
Vicksburg  native,  will  become  the 
first  president  of  the  University 
of  North  Texas  (UNT)  at  Dallas 
in  2010.  Currently,  Price  is  the 
vice  chancellor  at  the  university, 

ch  is  currently  a  branch  of 
~.  J  in  Denton;  however,  in  2010 
the  University  of  North  Texas  at 
Dallas  will  begin  operating  as  an 
(pendent,  four-year  university. 
>resident,  Price  will  take  on  the 
-.lumental  task  of  building  a  new 
university  that  will  focus  on  business, 
education,  information  technology 
life  sciences  programs. 
As  vice  chancellor,  Price 
es  as  the  UNT  System's  chief 
spokesman  in  Dallas  and  was  instrumental  in  the  creation  of  UNT  at  Dallas. 
Prior  to  his  appointment  as  vice  chancellor,  Price  served  as  the  KPMG  Professor 
of  Taxation  and  chair  of  the  Department  of  Accounting  at  UNT  in  Denton.  As  a 
professor  at  UNT  in  Denton,  Price  published  many  articles  in  the  areas  of  tax 
compliance  and  administration,  and  accounting  education.  He  also  co-authored 
"College  Accounting."  He  is  a  two-time  recipient  of  the  college's  Outstanding 
Teaching  Award  and  a  recipient  of  UNT  in  Denton's  President's  Council  Award. 
Price  began  his  career  in  education  as  an  assistant  professor  of  accounting 
at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  After  returning  to  his  Alma  Mater,  he 
became  a  professor  in  the  School  of  Business  at  Jackson  State  University.  After 
a  number  of  years  at  Jackson  State  University,  he  was  promoted  to  dean  of  the 
School  of  Business.  Price  was  also  an  internal  revenue  agent  with  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  and  served  two  terms  as  a  member  of  the  Commissioner's 
Advisory  group  for  the  IRS. 

Price  is  a  certified  public  accountant  and  a  member  of  the  Mississippi 
Society  of  Certified  Public  Accountants. 


"William  F.  Winter  and  the  Politics  of 
Racial  Moderation  in  Mississippi,"  was 
published  in  the  winter  2008  issue  of 
the  journal.  Bolton  is  currently  a 
professor  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Greensboro. 

DONNA  BIELSTEIN  '83  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  a  three-year  position  on  the 
National  Awards  Program  Committee 
for  the  Future  Business  Leaders  of 


America-Phi  Beta  Lamba  in  Reston,  Va. 

Bielstem  is  a  former  Phi  Beta  Lambda 
adviser  for  Southern  Miss  and  is  cur- 
tenth'  the  career  and  technical  educa- 
tion director  for  the  Riverview  School 
District  in  Duvall,  Wash. 

NATALIE  ALLEN  '84  has  accepted  an 
anchor  position  with  CNN  International. 
Previously,  Allen  was  an  anchor  for  the 
Weather  Channel. 
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There  are  so  many  people 
pired  by  the  work  and  effort 
Kendrick  Kennedy  that  former 
esident  George  W.  Bush 
mmended  the  Southern  Miss 
jmnus.  During  Texas  A&M 
liversity's  winter  commencement 
s  past  December,  Bush  named 
iople  he  met  over  his  tenure 
at  exemplified  courage  and 
service  to  others. 

One  person  he  named  was 
Kennedy,  a  Biloxi  native  who 
helped  his  family  find  shelter  and 
assisted  in  cleaning  debris  from 
ne  Kafrina.  Kennedy  worked  hard  to 
help  both  his  family  and  his  community  despite  being  blind. 

Kennedy  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  in  2008  with  his  management 
information  system  degree.  During  his  academic  career  at  Southern  Miss,  he  served 
as  president  for  both  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Student  Government  Association 
and  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind's  Gulf  Coast  chapter. 

Now  a  student  in  law  school  at  the  University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford, 
Kennedy  is  working  toward  his  goal  of  one  day  becoming  a  federal  judge  on 
the  Supreme  Court.  At  the  University  of  Mississippi,  Kennedy  is  the  first  blind 
student  to  attend  law  school  in  30  years. 

As  an  advocate  for  people  with  disabilities,  Kennedy  strives  to  bring 
awareness  to  disabled  students  in  schools  and  universities.  Rather  than  wait 
for  students  with  disabilities  to  contact  the  schools  for  assistance,  Kennedy 
believes  the  schools  should  be  more  proactive  so  that  facilities  and  classes  are 
more  accommodating  from  the  beginning. 

Despite  the  challenges  of  law  school,  Kennedy  still  manages  to  help 
others  through  his  advocacy.  By  putting  others  first,  Kennedy  will  continue 
to  inspire.  His  courage  and  service  has  not  only  captured  the  attention  of  a 
president,  but  it  will  one  day  capture  the  attention  of  the  world. 


1990s 


LANCE  PRESLEY  '90,  and  wife  R 

?2,  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Payton  Abigail  Presley.  She  was  welcomed 
by  big  brothers  Joshua  and  Jonathan. 

KADE  MOODY  '91  was  included  in  the 
Mississippi  Business  Journal's  "Top  40  un- 
der 40"  list.  The  annual  list  pays  tribute 
to  Mississippi's  brightest  under  the  age 
of  40  for  their  excellence  in  business  and 
community  achievements. 

LT.  COL.  LEE  K.  GRUBBS  '92  has 

assumed  command  of  the  1st  Brigade 
Special  Troops  Battalion  during  a  change 
of  command  ceremony  held  in  Fort 

Drum,  N.Y. 

ANNETTE  HERRIN  '?  2  has  joined 
Nicholson  &  Company,  PLLC  in  the 
Business  Valuation  and  Litigation 
Support  division.  She  is  a  Certified  Public 
Accountant,  accredited  in  Business 
Valuation,  a  Certified  Valuation  Analyst, 
Certified  Fraud  Examiner,  and  is  certified 
in  Financial  Forensics. 

JARROD 
RAVENCRAFT  '92 

has  been  designated 
Senior  Practitioner  by 
the  Southern  Public 
Relations  Federation 
at  its  annual  conference  held  in  Mobile, 
Ala.  The  Senior  Practitioner  designation 
was  established  by  the  SPRF  to  recognize 
veteran  public  relations  professionals  with 
ethical  standing. 


Senate 

President  Pro 
\  '        \  ■      "T^pi     Tempore 

lA\    BILLY  HEWES 
'84,  second 
from  right, 
has  been  appointed  chairman  of  the 
Mississippi  National  Guard  Caucus.  The 
newly  formed  group  of  legislators  works 
to  resolve  issues  faced  by  service  members 
deployed  across  the  globe. 


JAMES  BOARDMAN  '87  has  been 
featured  in  an  article  about  cyber  security 
related  tax  preparation.  He  is  currently  an 
assistant  professor  at  Alfred  State  College. 
Prior  to  teaching,  Boardman  was  a  solu- 
tions architect  for  Power-Up  Networks, 
Nortel  Networks,  and  Taproot  Networks. 
He  was  also  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
U.S.  Air  Force. 


DR.  KAREN  JOHNSON  '93  has  accepted 
the  position  of  dean  of  students  at  Winona 
State  University.  Prior  to  the  position, 
Johnson  was  the  director  of  Student 
Support  Services  at  WSU  for  nine  years. 

JERRY  HOENIGES  '94  was  included  in 
the  Mississippi  Business  Journals  "Top  40 
under  40"  list.  The  annual  list  pays  trib- 
ute to  Mississippi's  brightest  under  the 
age  of  40  for  their  excellence  in  business 
and  community  achievements. 
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WALT  DENTON  '96 

and  wife  Courtney 
announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Jane 
Parkes  Denton.  She 
was  welcomed  by  big 


brother  Turner. 


6  and  El  '6  an- 

nounce the  birth  of  their  son,  Griffin  Hayes 
Garcia.  He  was  welcomed  by  big  brother 
Gavin  Cruz. 


LESLIE  STEVENS  '96 

and  husband  Brian 
announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  John  Hinson 
Stevens.  He  was 
welcomed  by  his  big 
sister,  Walker. 


7  has  earned  a 
doctorate  in  chemistry  and  is  currently 
an  assistant  professor  at  Troy  University, 
Dothan  campus. 


2000s 


JIM  COLL  '99,  '06 

and  wife  Deedre, 
announce  the  March 
11,  2009  birth  ol 
their  daughter,  Anna 
Grace  Coll. 


KRISTIE  PEARCE 

and 
her  husband  James, 
announce  the  birth  oi 
their  daughter,  Rebekah 
Ruth  Roberts. 


MOSES  FOX,  III  '01 

and  his  wife,  Tiffany 
ML  Fox,  announce 
the  January  26,  2009, 
birth  of  their  daughter, 
Yahzmin  Mane  Fox. 


The  Tire  Depot,  owned  by 

II  and  her  husband  Jeff,  was  named  Small 
Business  of  the  Year  by  the  Rankin  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 


JAMIE  WALKER  MARTIN  '02,  03  married 

Scott  Martin  this  past  May  in  Hattiesburg. 

DAVID  OLIVER  '02  and  wife  JENNIFER 
'03  announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  James 
Hawk  Oliver. 

JULIE  KEEN  '04,  '06  married  Clay  Bennett 
in  Atlanta,  Ga.  She  is  currently  an  accoun- 
tant with  Mimaki  USA,  Inc.,  and  completing 
requirements  for  CPA  licensure. 


'04  and 
husband  RYAN 
'05  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter, 
Elizabeth  Ann  Kelly. 


GERALD  PERALTA,  III  '05  has  earned  a 
degree  from  the  New  England  Culinary 
Institute  in  Burlington,  Va.  He  is  currently  as 
assistant  manager  for  the  Hyatt  Regency  San 
Francisco-Embarcadero  Center. 

RICHARD  "BRETT"  WILBERDING  '05  an- 
nounces the  birth  of  his  daughter,  Addison 
Rae  Wilberding. 


<      I 


We  are  USM! 

Gov.  Ross  Barnett  signs  the  bill  that 

granted  Mississippi  Southern  College 

university  status.  Since  that  day, 

February  27,  1962,  the  institution 

has  been  known  as  The  University  of 

Southern  Mississippi. 
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Griggs  Receives 
Prestigious 
Education  Award 

Alumna  Susan  Griggs  is  one  of  only 
70  outstanding  K-12  teachers  to  receive 
this  year's  Milken  Education  Award.  The 
$25,000  award,  created  by  the  Milken 
Family  Foundation  to  honor  exceptional 
teachers,  was  presented  at  an  awards 
ceremony  held  during  the  Milken 
National/Teacher  Advancement  Programs 
Conference  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  in  April. 

Griggs,  a  teacher  at  Sawyer  Road 
Elementary  School  in  Georgia,  was 
presented  with  the  award  for  her 
exceptional  work  as  coordinator  of  the 
school's  International  Baccalaureate 
(IB)  and  Primary  Years  programs. 
She  helped  coordinate  Sawyer  Road's 
speedy  transition  into  an  IB  World 
School,  and  co-authored  the  school's 
IB  charter  and  implementation  grant. 
To  aid  the  transition  process,  Griggs 
also  organized  parent  tours  and 
student-led  conferences  to  provide  more 
information  to  the  community. 

In  addition  to  her  work  with 
the  International  Baccalaureate  and 
Primary  Year  programs,  Griggs  also 
founded  the  school's  Oceaneer  Theater 
that  gives  students  between  second 
and  fifth  grades  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  a  spring  production  at  a 
local  black-box  theater  and  is  co-chair 
of  the  school's  Response  to  Intervention 
Committee  and  Student  Support  Team. 

The  Milken  Educator  Awards,  first 
presented  in  1987,  represent  the  largest 
teacher  recognition  program  in  the 
United  States. 


Rotary  Honors  Alexander 
for  Safe  Harbor  Work 


Dr.  Ted  Alexande 


Dr.  Ted  Alexander  '72  received  the  Service 
Above  Self  Rotary  International  Award  for  his 
work  to  improve  the  welfare  of  children  in  south 
Mississippi,  during  the  organization's  recent 
district  meeting  in  Bay  St.  Louis. 

Of  the  1.2  million  Rotarians  worldwide,  a 
maximum  of  150  are  honored  with  the  Service 
Above  Self  award  annually. 

Alexander,  a  member  of  the  Rotary  Club 
of  Poplarville,  was  honored  for  his  vision  in  establishing  Safe  Harbor 
summer  and  after-school  camps  for  children  in  Pearl  River  and  Hancock 
counties  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina  through  the  Lower  Pearl 
River  Valley  Foundation.  He  is  executive  director  of  the  foundation, 
headquartered  in  Picayune. 

Initial  funding  of  $100,000  for  Safe  Harbor  came  from  Rotary 
International.  More  than  6,000  children  were  served  by  the  camps,  and 
donations  eventually  totaled  $2.3  million. 

"The  fact  that  one  of  our  members  received  the  highest  individual  honor 
offered  by  Rotary  International  shows  the  strength  of  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Poplarville,"  said  president  Daniel  Wise.  "1  believe  the  breadth  of  our  club's 
projects  are  unmatched  by  any  other  club  of  our  size.  This  is  a  great  honor 
for  Dr.  Alexander,  Poplarville  and  all  our  individual  club  members." 


Clark  Wins  Two  Grammys 


Tena  Clark 


Susan  Griggs,  right,  receives  a 
Milken  Education  Award. 


Throughout  her  career  in  music  Tena  Clark 
has  inspired  great  performances  from  artists 
such  as  Patti  LaBelle,  Patti  Austin  and  Dionne 
Warwick.  Now,  Clark  can  add  Natalie  Cole  to 
her  list  of  legends.  This  past  February,  Natalie 
Cole's  "Still  Unforgettable"  won  two  Grammys 
for  Best  Traditional  Pop  Vocal  Album  and  Best 
Instrumental  Arrangement  Accompanying 
Vocalist(s).  The  album  was  produced  by  Clark  and 
released  by  Clark's  company,  DMI  Music. 

"Still  Unforgettable"  is  the  latest  of  many  albums  that  Cole  has  released 
during  her  extensive  music  career.  The  14  tracks  on  the  album  are  a 
combination  of  new  tunes  and  remakes  of  American  classics.  The  album 
also  features  another  classic  duet  with  Cole's  father,  Nat  King  Cole,  titled 
"Walking  My  Baby  Back  Home." 

Clark,  a  1976  graduate,  is  the  founder  and  CEO/Chief  Creative  Officer  of 
DMI  Music  &  Media  Solutions  and  is  responsible  for  driving  the  company's 
strategic  direction.  DMI  expresses  her  vision  of  combining  the  power  of 
music,  with  digital  entertainment,  and  non-traditional  distribution  to  connect 
brands  to  consumers.  DMI's  clients  include  AARP,  Build-A-Bear  Workshop, 
McDonalds,  7Up  and  Betty  Crocker. 
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Margaret  Loesch 


Loesch  to  Lead  New  Television  Network 

Children's  entertainment  veteran  Margaret 
Loesch  '68  has  been  named  president  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  Hasbro,  Inc.  and  Discovery 
Communications'  multi-platform  joint  venture. 
The  yet-to-be-named  network  is  expected  to 
premiere  in  Fall  2010  reaching  approximately 
60  million  U.S.  households  on  what  is 
currently  Discovery  Kids  channel.  Loesch  will 
assume  her  new  position  on  August  17  and  will 
be  based  in  Los  Angeles. 

The  winner  of  multiple  Emmy  and  other 
industry  awards,  Loesch  has  almost  four 
decades  of  unparalleled  success  in  children's  and  family  entertainment. 
Her  extensive  resume  includes  the  development  and  production  ot  some 
of  the  most  iconic  programs  in  children's  television,  such  as  Smurfs, 
Mighty  Morphin'  Power  Rangers,  Jim  Uenson's  Muppet  Babies,  Animaniacs, 
Transformers  and  the  award-winning  pre-school  educational  series  Bear  in 
the  Big  Blue  House,  among  many  others. 

As  a  chief  executive,  Loesch's  experience  includes  the  launch  and 
international  expansion  of  Fox  Kids  Network,  the  creation  of  the  U.S. 
Hallmark  Channel,  leadership  of  Marvel  Comics'  film  production  arm, 
Marvel  Productions,  and,  most  recently,  the  co-founding  of  family 
media  company,  The  Hatchery.  She  also  serves  on  the  board  of  trustees 
of  Sesame  Workshop,  producers  of  educational  children's  programs, 
including  Sesame  Street,  and  is  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  to  the 
College  of  Arts  and  Letters  at  Southern  Miss. 


Bullock  Elected  President  of 
PRAM's  Largest  Chapter 


At  the  age  of  28,  Mick  Bullock  has  become 
the  youngest  person  to  be  elected  president  of  the 
Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi's  central 
chapter  after  serving  two  years  as  the  association's 
vice  president  of  programming  and  another  two 
years  as  treasurer.  As  president  of  PRAM's  largest 
chapter,  Bullock  will  chair  its  monthly  meetings  and 
hopes  to  increase  the  chapter's  membership. 
As  president,  Bullock  wants  to  recognize  the  many  leaders  who  have  come 
from  PRAM,  leaders  who  he  believes  have  had  an  impact  in  their  communities, 
churches  and  places  of  employment.  According  to  Bullock,  "It's  good  to  learn 
from  the  past  and  from  people  that  have  been  in  similar  footsteps." 

Bullock,  a  2003  graduate,  is  currently  the  director  of  communications 
for  Lt.  Governor  Phil  Bryant.  He  is  responsible  for  directing  the  information 
program,  writing  and  producing  publications,  maintaining  community 
relations,  disseminating  press  releases  and  coordinating  media  events. 
Bullock  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni  Association  and  is  a  former 
board  member  of  the  Marion  County  Chamber  of  Commerce. 


After  50  Years  of  Fighting 
Tuberculosis,  Smith 
Powell  Retires 

Recently  retired  after 
50  years  in  the  nursing 
profession,  Barbara  Smith  Powell 
is  taking  time  to  reflect  on  a 
lengthy  and  productive  career. 
Among  other  accomplishments, 
Powell,  who  most  recently  worked 
at  Memorial  Hospital  in  Gulfport, 
was  instrumental  in  bringing  Medicare 
Home  Health  Services  to  Mississippi  in  the 
1960s.  As  a  consultant  with  Mississippi 
Public  Health  Nursing,  Powell  contributed 
to  the  development  of  laws  and  regulations 
for  improved  control  of  infectious  diseases, 
and  helped  launch  a  system  of  tuberculosis 
treatments  that  was  selected  as  a  national 
and  international  model  by  the  Centers  of 
Disease  Control.  In  addition  to  launching  the 
treatments,  Powell  also  created  and  taught  a 
tuberculosis  certification  course  that  is  still 
used  by  nurses  in  Mississippi. 

Powell  began  her  career  in  1956  as  a 
student  at  the  South  Mississippi  Charity 
School  of  Nursing  and  has  worked  at  a 
number  of  medical  facilities,  including 
Forrest  General  Hospital  and  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Campus  as  a  weekend  and 
after-hours  nurse.  Over  the  years,  though, 
the  focus  of  her  career  was  dedicated  to 
fighting  tuberculosis.  Among  other  work 
in  this  area,  she  was  promoted  in  1972 
to  the  newly  created  position  of  district 
tuberculosis  consultant  with  the  state  Board 
of  Health.  As  a  consultant,  Powell  assisted  in 
the  closing  of  the  Mississippi  Sanitarium  and 
developed  alternative  patient  care  statewide 
through  general  hospitals  and  mainstream 
physicians.  After  eight  years  with  the  Board 
of  Health,  Powell  was  promoted  to  statewide 
nursing  consultant  with  the  Mississippi 
State  Department  of  Health.  In  this 
position  Powell  created  and  assisted  in  the 
development  ol  disease  screening  tor  county 
jails  and  the  state  prison  in  Parchman, 
Mississippi.  She  also  assisted  in  proposing, 
supporting,  and  implementing  stronger 
laws  supporting  tuberculosis  treatment  for 
Mississippi  residents 
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"Missed  Generation:  Claiming  My 
Mississippi  Heritage" 
Giulia  L.  Saucier  '79 
$13.95,  252  Pages 
Seaboard  Press,  2008 


^L.  SAUCIER 


pissed 
generation 


"Missed  Genera- 
tion: Claiming  My  Mis- 
sissippi Heritage"  is  a 
story  about  reconnect- 
ing to  one's  heritage. 
In  this  book,  Saucier 
recounts  her  journey 
of  moving  back  to 
Mississippi  and  redisco 
her  southern  roots.  Her  journey  of  self 
discovery  starts  with  Saucier's  relocation 
to  Mississippi  to  live  with  her  husband. 
The  move  back  to  Mississippi  sparked 
a  renewed  interest  in  her  heritage 
that  had  been  ignored  since  her  great 
grandmother's  move  to  North  Carolina 
more  than  1 00  years  ago. 

"Missed  Generation"  is  a  memoir 
of  Saucier's  personal  journey  of 
reclaiming  her  family  history  that  tells 
the  story  of  a  Mississippi  that  most 
Americans  do  not  know.  It  is  the  story 
of  the  first  English,  Scottish,  and  Irish 
settlers  who  left  the  Southern  Piedmont 
to  settle  in  Mississippi.  The  memoir 
focuses  on  the  lives  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Mississippi  whose 
traditions  and  customs 
were  more  influential  in 
developing  the  state's 
culture  than  any  other  group 
of  individuals  that  have 
called  Mississippi  home. 

Giulia  Saucier  earned  her 
doctorate  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  and  is  a 
graduate  of  Florida  State  Univer- 
sity and  Smith  College.  During  her  time 
as  teacher  and  educational  administrator 
she  taught  in  Rome,  Italy  and  Thessalo- 
niki,  Greece.  She  is  currently  retired  and 
resides  in  Hattiesburg  with  her  husband. 


"Highway  51:  Mississippi  Hill  Country" 

Gloria  Norris  '59 

$40,  112  Pages 

University  Press  of  Mississippi,  2008 

"Highway  51 :  Mississippi 
Hill  Country"  features  90  color 
photographs  taken  along  the 
historic  route  that  runs  parallel 
o  Interstate  55.  It  is  the  first 
photography  book  that  focuses 
I  J     on  the  famous  route  through 

Mississippi  hill  country  that  stretches 
from  the  mansions  of  Jackson,  Miss., 
to  Elvis'  Graceland  in  Memphis. 
Famed  photographer  Gloria  Norris 
exquisitely  captures  a  unique  stretch 
of  historic  highway  that  has  become 
famous  for  its  beautiful  landscapes, 
famous  inhabitants  and  music.  Through 
her  pictures  Norris  exposes  readers 
to  another  side  of  Mississippi,  made 
famous  through  the  writings  of  William 
Faulkner  and  Eudora  Welty,  where  a 
distinctive  blend  of  people  and  history 
has  formed  a  culture  that  celebrates 
the  arts  and  nature.  "Highway  51 "  is  a 
testament  to  the  beauty  and  culture  of  a 
highway  that  still  provides  travelers  with 
a  unique  glimpse  of  old  Mississippi.  The 
book  also  features  an  introduction  by 
Rick  Bass. 

Norris  is  a 
1 959  graduate 
l      of  The  University 
)    of  Southern 
Mississippi.  Her 
photographs 
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manent 
collection  of 
me  Mississippi 
Museum  of  Art  and  other  private 
collections.  Norris'  short  stories  about 
Mississippi  hill  country  have  appeared 
in  three  O.  Henry  Short  Story  Awards 
annuals,  and  she  has  served  as  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  Book  of  the  Month  Club. 


"Pro  Flex  on  Spring" 
Chris  Giametta  '97 
$46.99,  463  Pages 
Apress,  Inc.,  2008 

"Pro  Flex  on  Spring"  is  the 
book  that  discusses  the  use  of  tl 
Spring  framework  as 
an  integration 
point  for  t' 
Flex  frarrK 
that  allows  Ja\ 
developers  to 
a  Rich  Internet 
application  to 
their  program! 
The  book  expl 
best  practices  On 
developing  Rich 
Internet  applications  with  Flex  and 
Spring  frameworks.  It  provides  readers 
experienced  with  these  frameworks 
with  a  better  understanding  of  how 
to  process  data  using  Flex  data 
communication  protocols  with  the 
Spring  framework.  "Pro  Flex"  is 
designed  to  provide  readers  with  a 
practical  application  that  demonstrates 
real  experience  in  delivering  enterprise 
Rich  Internet  applications. 

Chris  Giametta  is  a  1 998  graduate 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
and  is  a  principal  consultant  for  Miller 
&  Associates,  where  he  oversees 
application  development  with  Adobe  Flex 
and  Spring.  Over  his  career,  Giametta 
has  developed  several  software  systems 
that  have  helped  Miller  &  Associates 
become  one  of  the  premier  RIA  consulting 
companies  in  the  Dallas/Fort  Worth  area. 

To  submit  a  book  for  inclusion  in 
Alumni  Authors,  please  e-mail  alumni@usm. 
edu  with  the  title,  author's  name  and  year  of 
graduation,  cost,  page  count,  publisher  and 
year  of  publication,  brief  synopsis  of  the 
book,  and  an  electronic  copy  of  the  cover  in 
jpg,  tif  or  pdf  format  at  300  dpi. 
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DARCY  BLAIR  '06  announces  the  birth  of 
her  daughter,  Tessa  Machelle  Blair. 

KAREN  TRUSSELL  CANARD  '07  and 

her  husband  Jonathan,  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son,  James  Nathan  Canard. 
James  was  welcome  by  Golden  Eagle 
grandparents  JAMES   70,  '78  and  ARLYN 
TRUSSELL  '76. 

E  '07  has  been  elected 
as  president  of  the  Hattiesburg  Metro 
Alumni  Chapter. 

!  PARRISH  '07  and  her  hus- 
band PAUL  '00,  '07,  announce  the  birth 
of  their  son,  Paul  Christian  Parrish  II. 

WHITNEY  DAVID  MEEKS  '08  is  serv- 
ing in  the  Peace  Corps  in  Ecuador  and 
working  with  the  director  of  tourism  to 
promote  and  develop  eco-tourism.  He  is 
also  working  on  conservation  projects  in 
the  Playas  area. 


In  Memoriam 

MARRE  N.  CALCOTE  '33  of  Brookhaven 
died  March  8,  2009. 

MARGARET  N.  DAVIS  '38  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Dec.  11,2008. 

HAZEL  S.  GILLY  '40  of  Pensacola,  Fla., 
died  Jan.  3,2009. 

WILBUR  W.  BULLOCK  '42,  '49  of 

Hattiesburg  died  March  29,  2009. 

HAZEL  R.  TASSIS  '43  of  El  Centra,  Calif., 
died  Dec.  6,  2008. 

WYNEMA  B.  MOFFETT  '46  of  Jackson 
died  March  3,  2009. 

JOANN  D.  CLIFTON  '50  of  Jackson  died 
Dec.  19,  2008. 

GASTON  H.  FREEMAN  JR.  '50  of 

Jackson  died  March  4,  2009. 

JEAN  KENNEDY  GEBHARD  '50  of 

Houston,  Texas,  died  March  3,  2009. 

PAUL  A.  LACY  JR.  '50  of  Gulfport  died 
Dec.  16,  2008. 

ARTHUR  R.  LONG  '50  of  Tupelo  died 
April  21,  2009. 

RUBY  L.  RASCO  '50  of  Pascagoula  died 
March  18,  2009. 

DAVID  J.  THOMPSON  '50  of  Hattiesburg 
died  Jan.  16,2009. 


THOMAS  E.  DEEN  '51  of  Brooksville, 

Fla.,  died  Feb.  24,  2009. 

JACK  F.  FULKERSON  '52  of  Laurel  died 
Dec.  12,2008. 

VIRGINIA  C.  THOMPSON  '54  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  died  Dec.  14,  2008. 

PAUL  DAVIS  '55  of  Auburn.  Ala.,  died 
April  1,2009. 

W.  J.  DUBOSE  '55  of  Laurel  died  March 
26,  2009. 

JIMMIE  C.  TOWNSEND  '55  of  Meridian 
died  Jan.  29,2009. 

A.  KENT  BENNETT  JR.  '58  of  Picayune 
died  Dec.  23,2008. 

HOWARD  M.  FORTNEY  '58  of  Alpine. 
Ala.,  died  Dec.  26,  2008. 

EUGENE  H.  SHEPARD  SR.  '58  of 

Milledgeville,  Ga,  died  Dec.  30,  2008. 

JOSEPH  A.  FERTITTA  '59  of  Gaithersburg. 
Md.,  died  Nov.  12,2009. 

NORMA  S.  HARKNESS  '59  of 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  died  March  12,  2009. 

M.  J.  TINDALL  '59  of  Jackson  died  Jan. 
4,  2009. 

BRUCE  D.  KOLB  '61  of  Fort  Lauderdale. 
Fla.,  died  April  9,  2009. 

VERNON  M.  WELCH  '61  of  Vicksburg 
died  April  22,  2009. 


It  Takes  One 
To  Know  One.. 


Congratulations  to  Jim  Coll,  Assistant  Director  for  Communications, 
and  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  on  their  win  for 


At  the  2009 
College  Public  Relations  Association  of  Mississippi  Conference 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Famer  Stone  D. 
Barefield  Sr.  '52,  who  served  24  years  in 
the  Mississippi  House  of  Representatives, 
died  March  20.  Barefield,  who 
introduced  the  legislation  in  the  House 
that  gave  Southern  Miss  its  university 
status,  was  inducted  into  the  Alumni 
Association's  Hall  of  Fame  in  2003. 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss, 
he  received  his  juris  doctorate  degree 
from  the  University  of  Mississippi. 
Barefield,  a  Hattiesburg  resident,  was 
in  private  practice  from  1954  through 
1983,  then  from  1992  until  his  death. 
He  was  retained  as  an  attorney  for  the 
Forrest  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
from  1969  to  1984  and  was  the 
full-time  attorney  for  the  county  and  the 
board  from  1984  to  1991.  He  served  as 
assistant  attorney  general  in  1993. 

In  1959,  he  was  elected  to  the 
Mississippi  House  of  Representatives 
and  served  six  consecutive  terms.  While 
in  office,  he  authored  important  pieces 
of  legislation  that  impacted  the  elderly 
and  public  schoolteachers,  and  was 
the  original  author  of  the  Open  Primary 
Election  law.  Barefield  also  secured 
legislation  for  the  creation  of  the  Pearl 
and  Leaf  Rivers  Rails  to  Trails  Recreation 
District  as  well  as  a  bond  authorization 
of  $150,000  to  acquire  and  develop 
the  Long  leaf  Trace. 

A  veteran,  Barefield  served  with  the 
U.S.  Merchant  Marines  and  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  United  Sons  of  Confederate 
Veterans,  Mississippi  Division,  serving 
as  judge  advocate  from  1993  to  2003. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Bonnie,  and 
four  children. 


CLYDE  D.  SIMPSON  '62  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  died  Nov.  24,  2009. 

i3ofOsterville, 

Mass.,  died  April  5,  2009. 

JOHN  M.  BENTON  JR.  '64  of  Athens, 
Ga.,  died  March  1,  2009. 

JOE  R.  ROWELL  '64  of  Picayune  died 
March  9,  2009. 

HECTOR  L.  BOURG  JR.  '65  of  Biloxi  died 
Dec.  23,  2008. 

CARL-LEIGH  PARKER  '66  of  Saraland, 
Ala.,  died  March  22,  2009. 

MAURICE  E  PHILLIPS  JR.  '66  of  Gulf 
Breeze,  Fla.,  died  Dec.  31,  2008. 

DANIEL  P.  JONES  SR.  '67  of  Pensacola, 
Fla.,  died  March  27,  2009. 

HUEY  P.  LANG  '69  of  Meridian  died 
March  21,  2009. 

THOMAS  A.  HORNE  '70  of  Meridian 
died  Dec.  31,  2008. 

THOMAS  J.  HELTON  '72  of  Gulf  Shores, 
Ala.,  died  Dec.  20,  2008. 

EDWIN  A.  SYLVIA  JR.  '72  of  Montville, 
Conn.,  died  March  16,  2009. 

MARJORIE  W.  PENTON  '73  of  Ocean 
Springs  died  April  21,  2009. 

ANTHONY  G.  FORETICH  '74  of  Gulfport 

died  March  2,  2009. 

CLEM  R.  LAWSON  '74  of  Clinton,  Ind  , 
died  March  29,  2009. 

MARY  R.  BEAUGEZ  '76  of  Biloxi  died 
March  8,  2009. 

7  of  Tallulah  died  on 
March  6,  2009. 

PATRICIA  F.  PINTARD  '80  of  Natchez  died 
Jan.  3,  2009. 

JEAN  V.  BERTHELOT  '81  of  Long  Beach 
died  Feb.  2,  2009. 


BARBARA  D.  HART  '83  of  McComb  died 
Jan.  6,  2009. 

JEFFERY  K.  MORSE  '84  of  Biloxi  died 
March  20,  2009. 

RONALD  E.  PATTERSON  '84  of 

Pascagoula  died  March  19,  2009. 

KENNETH  F.  WALKER  SR.  '84  of  Biloxi 
died  Dec.  24,  2008. 

KAREN  M.  RYALS  '87  of  Mobile,  Ala  , 
died  Dec.  7,  2008. 

REGINA  R.  THOMAS  '87  of  Jackson  died 
Dec.  27,  2008. 

JOHN  W.  SCRANAGE  '90  of  Hattiesburg 
died  April  21,  2009. 

CAROLYN  S.  POLLET  '91  of  Laurel  died 
Feb.  27,  2009. 

ASHLEY  S.  WALLIS  '02  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  died  Dec.  18,  2008. 

HELENA  H.  BRINEGAR  of  Amory  died 
Dec.  12,  2008. 

ANNE  M.  BURGESS  of  Virginia  Beach, 
Va.,  died  Dec.  31,  2008. 

RNICE  B.  CARLSON  of  Central  Jersey, 
N.J.,  died  March  2,  2009. 

MARY  V.  CARPENTER  of  Hattiesburg  died 
March  10,  2009. 

WENDY  A.  DEARMAN  of  Richton  died 
April  20,  2009. 

WADE  H.  LOWE  of  Covington,  La.,  died 
Dec.  17,  2008. 

MARIE  G.  LUCKTENBURG  of  Spartanburg, 
S.C.,  died  March  27,  2009. 

SUSIE  B.  MCCOY  of  Jackson  died  on 
March  7,  2009. 

GEORGE  M.  STRATAS  of  Starkville  died 
March  24,  2009. 


Present  your  Alumni  Associa 
for  a  10%  discount  off 

tion  membership  card 
food  purchases. 
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Choose  your  own  rewards. 


NO    ANNUAL    FEE      I    SECURITY    PROTECTION     I     ONLINE    ACCOUNT    MANAGEMENT 


ttt      i  iTi    •     j        \W/     Now  everyday  purchases  can  add  up  to 

WorldPoints  ^k       .  Th  A,  1HP .  t    a    ,  / 

//Vy\.  rewards.  The  WorldPoints  program  lets  you 
choose  from  among  great  rewards  like  cash,  travel,  brand-name  merchandise, 
and  gift  cards  for  top  retailers.11  Use  your  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association,  Inc.  Platinum  Plus"  MasterCard"  credit  card  with 
WorldPoints"  rewards,  and  you'll  enjoy  around-the-clock  fraud  protection,  free 
additional  cards  for  others  you  trust,  and  quick,  secure  online  access  to  your 


account. 


To  apply,  call  toll-free 


1.866.438.6262 


Mention  Priority  Code  FAC379.  You  can  also  visit  www.newcardonline.com  and  enter  Priority  Code  FAC379. 


Bankof  America 


For  information  about  the  rates,  fees,  other  costs  and  benefits  associated  with  the  use  of  this  Rewards  Card,  or  to  apply,  call  the  toll  free  number 
above,  visit  the  Web  site  listed  above  or  write  to  P.O.  Box  1 5020,  Wilmington,  DE  1 9850. 

Terms  apply  to  program  features  and  credit  card  account  benefits.  For  more  information  about  the  program,  visit  bankofamenca.com/worldpoints  Details  accompany  new  account  materials. 

This  credit  card  program  is  issued  and  administered  by  FIA  Card  Services,  N.A  The  WorldPoints  program  is  managed  in  part  by  independent  third  parties,  including  a  travel  agency  registered  to  do  business  in  California  (Reg.  No.2036509-50>: 
Ohio  (Reg.  No.  87890286);  Washington  (601 1 237430)  and  other  states,  as  required  MasterCard  is  a  registered  trademark  of  MasterCard  International  Incorporated,  and  is  used  by  the  issuer  pursuant  to  license.  WorldPoints,  the  WoridPoints 
design  and  Platinum  Plus  are  registered  trademarks  of  FIA  Card  Services,  N  A  Bank  of  America  and  the  Bank  of  America  logo  are  registered  trademarks  of  Bank  of  America  Corporation.  All  other  company  product  names  am)  logos  afe  the 
property  of  others  and  their  use  does  not  imply  endorsement  of,  or  an  association  with,  the  WorldPoints  program.  .'.  •' '.'.',  ,'-.'.- 

©  2009  Bank  of  America  Corporation  AR60179-100108  AD-01-O9-0012.C.WP.NT.0109 
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Artist  Marlin  Miller  has  created  a  pair  of  golden  eagles  in  front 
of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long 
Beach  as  part  of  a  collection  of  more  than  50  sculptures  along  Highway 
90  called  the  Katrina  Sculpture  Project.  The  sculptures  are  constructed 
from  trees  that  died  as  a  result  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  golden  eagles  have  wingspans  of  17  feet  and  represent  the 
Southern  Miss  mascot.  Beginning  at  4  or  5  a.m.  each  day,  Miller  worked 
14-hour  days  to  complete  the  golden  eagle  sculptures  in  three  weekends. 

"The  eagles  were  the  third  phase  of  the  Katrina  Sculpture  Project," 
said  Miller.  "For  those  who  attended  the  University,  these  eagles  give 
resolve,  and  to  everyone  on  the  coast,  a  connection  to  Southern  Miss." 

Miller,  who  lives  in  Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  began  the  Katrina 
Sculpture  Project  in  2007.  The  sculptures  have  been  featured  in 
magazines,  newspapers  and  television  shows  around  the  country. 
Miller's  works  can  be  found  on  display  around  the  world. 

The  artist  was  recognized  for  his  work  by  Provost  Bob  Lyman 
and  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Associate  Provost  Pat  Joachim  in 
April.  Lyman  and  Joachim  presented  Miller  with  a  plaque  and  gift  of 
Southern  Miss  memorabilia. 

Photo  by  Charmaine  Williams  Schmermund  '06 
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SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bank  of  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard"  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simplv  call 
1.800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 

<2X        Shack 

OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

Sports  Shack 

Sports  Shack  is  an  official  collegiate  store 
that  sells  Southern  Miss  and  NCAA  sports 
apparel  and  gifts.  For  more  information,  call 
228.392.7007  or  visit  sportsshack.com. 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  international  excursions  for 
Southern  Miss  alumni.  For  information  on 
upcoming  trips,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 
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Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For 
more  information,  call  1.800.523.0124  and 
request  operator  A22SF. 
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Printing  and  Framing.  For  more  infonnation,  call 
1.866.418.0320. 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more  information 
or  to  order,  call  1 .866.B  ALFOUR  and  ask  for 
reference  code  2315. 


Campus  Book  Mart 


MARSH 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 

Liberty 
Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.560ALUM  (2586). 


DiplomaDisplay1 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


Answers  below  are  to  questions  asked  on  Page  17. 

"Amazing  Grace" 

1947  at  Van  Hook  Hall  at  the  Methodist  Camp  Ground 
in  Biloxi 

When  he  earned  his  degree  in  1970,  Dr.  Walter 
Washington  became  the  first  African  American  to  earn 
a  doctorate  in  Mississippi. 

Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  who  served  as  the  institution's 
leader  from  1975  to  1996,  also  served  in  the  interim 
between  Drs.  Horace  Fleming  and  Shelby  Thames  (July 
2001  -  May  2002). 

The  football  team  defeated  the  Hattiesburg  Boy  Scouts, 
30-0,  on  October  13,  1912,  at  Kamper  Park. 

HOW'D  YOU  SCORE? 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association's  C.  A. R.D.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  tife  Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount 
noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  member- 
ship in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Aaron's  Sales  &  Lease 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 
Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 
Bourne  Brothers  Printing 
Brownstone's  LLC 
Caliente  Grille 
Chesterfield's 


50%  discount  on  first  month's  payment 
on  any  new  lease  agreement 
10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 
10%  discount  on  total  purchases 
10%  discount  on  any  service 
20%  discount  on  entrees 
10%  off  of  total  purchase 
10%  discount  on  food  purchases 


Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center  10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 


Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Doherty's  Furniture 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 

Holiday  Inn 

Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

King  Photography 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

More  Ink  Payless,  LLC 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

Nevada  Bob's  Golf  (Coast) 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

O'Charley's 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  1 1 

Southern  Interiors 

Southland  Florists 
The  Spicy  Pickle 
Stix  &  Stones  Garden  Ctr. 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 


10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

free  drink  with  purchase  of  sandwich 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loons 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  life  Members 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

10%  off  rack  tote 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  all  soles 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  rental  items  /  not  valid  with  other  offer 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

5%  discount  on  rental 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

Wo  discount  on  $outhern  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  on  oil  items 

free  20  oz.  Drink  or  $lush  with  purchase  of  41  or  #2  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring, 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%  discount  on  purchases  (cash-and-corry  excluded) 

10%  discount  with  alumni  cord 

10%  discount  on  total  purchase  (sale  items  excluded) 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  Life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  game  day  party  subs 

10%  off  total  bill 


A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  'Hattiesburg  locations  only. 
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HISTORIC  SAENGER  TUEATER 

^CELEBRATING  80  YEARS  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 
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SEPTEMBER  26TU  I  8  P.M. 


6Ol.584.4888  ■  UAniESBURGSAENGER.COM 
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Created  in  partnership  with  the  U.S.  Department  ot  1  lousing  and  Lilian  Development  and  the  Mississippi  Development  Authority. 


ALUMNI 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 


!^SSiC    Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


PERIODICAL 


The  Power  To  Light  Up  The  Future. 


